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There can be little doubt that one of the hottest topics of our day is homosexuality and "gay rights."  (Note:  This will be the last time I use the term "gay"…..because there is nothing happy about this lifestyle.)  It is a hot topic in the secular world and it is a hot topic in the religious world.  Evidence of this is, of course, the recent decision by the Episcopalian Church to allow a homosexual bishop.


Allow me to set the stage for our discussion by quoting from Dr. Jack Cottrell's book, Tough Questions:  Biblical Answers, pp. 35-37.  Brother Cottrell is professor of Theology and Ethics at Cincinnati Christian Seminary:



Thirty years ago a separate chapter on this subject (i.e., homosexuality) would



not have been necessary.  There was a general consensus that homosexual



activity is sinful.  But the situation has changed considerably.  In many circles



today there is an all-out effort to present homosexualism as an acceptable



lifestyle, approved by both God and man.



Part of the pressure for acceptance comes from the secular world which has



abandoned moral absolutes in favor of evolutionary science and humanistic



philosophy.  The "Humanist Manifesto II (1973) declares, "Ethics is



autonomous and situational," meaning that each person decides for himself



what is right or wrong according to the situation.  It also says, "Short of



harming others or compelling them to do likewise, individuals should be



permitted to express their sexual proclivities and pursue their life-styles as they



desire."  This of course is exactly the message of the Gay Liberation movement,



which proclaims homosexualism as "a completely normal and satisfying option



for sexual fulfillment."



To hear this from the secular sources is not surprising.  What might surprise



us is to hear the very same message from the religious world today.  In 1968



a new denomination, the Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) was begun



just for homosexuals.  Its distinctive "gospel" is that God accepts gays just



as they are and does not require any change of life-style.  As one MCC minister



has said, "I'm a gay man and a minister.  I expect to go home tonight to my



gay lover with whom I have lived for thirteen years.  Tomorrow I expect to



preach to my congregation and to administer Communion to them.  And I think



God and I will feel quite good about it all."  This group now has over 165


congregations and is seeking membership in the National Council of Churches.



Pressure groups exist within many mainline denominations, lobbying for full



acceptance of gays and the ordination of practicing gay ministers.  Examples



are the Presbyterian Gay Caucus, the United Methodist Gay Caucus, and Dignity



(a Roman Catholic group).  In 1977 (and 1991) the delegates at the Disciples



of Christ General Assembly rejected a resolution to condemn homosexulism



as an alternate lifestyle for Christians.



How could this be happening in Christendom itself?  Largely because a great



many denominational leaders no longer accept the Bible as God's Word and



thus pay no attention to its teaching on homosexualism.  As one minister



in the MCC has said, "We have learned not get hung up on the Bible."



(Or…..as Rev. Bacon, of the Episcopalian Church stated, after the decision to



allow the homosexual bishop, "The Episcopalian church is not bound by the



Bible but rather the Holy Spirit working through the faith community."  That's



nice isn't it.  When you don't like what the Bible teaches….just by-pass it as



not binding and don't get hung up on it.)


The most distressing thing, however, is that a growing number of Bible-



believers have begun to defend the homosexual life-style, claiming that



the Bible never really condemns it!  Following the lead of others, they



proceed to reinterpret every relevant Bible passage to say that only "certain



kinds" of homosexual acts are wrong.  They conclude that responsible,



loving gay relationships are acceptable to God.



It is my conviction that faithful Christians must respond to these voices with



a resounding NO!  The Bible does not condone homosexualism, but condemns



all homosexual practices in no uncertain terms.


Therefore, I propose to show this morning, that in light of what the Bible clearly teaches on homosexuality, that the Bible condemns all homosexual practices as sinful and Christians and the church must stand against it…..no matter what the cost.

WHAT IS BEING SAID BY THE PRO-HOMOSEXUAL MOVEMENT

Let's first discuss what is being said in the secular world.  They are saying basically three things:

First, they are saying that being homosexual is not a choice.  Just as one cannot choose your skin color, you cannot choose your sexual orientation.  Just as you cannot choose to be right or left handed, you cannot chose your sexual preference.  Therefore, you cannot change.  Just like you cannot change your skin color, you cannot change if you are born homosexual.


The next thing they are saying is that homosexuals deserve minority status as any other minority group.


Lastly, they charge that anyone who opposes them is simply "homo-phobic."  I find it funny that when they speak that's called "freedom"….but if anyone speaks out against them that's "homo-phobic."


Now, let's discuss what is being said in the religious world.  I'll give you just two small examples from a plethora of material that could have been chosen.


"Affirmation" a United Methodist pro-homosexual group stated in a 1991 Los Angelos Times report that Bible passages against same-sex loving relationships "have the same outdated credibility as those supporting white supremacy or condemning association with menstruating women."


In July of 1991, "People Magazine" (that bastion of intellectual discussion….note sarcasm)….had an interview with an Episcopalian cleric named John Shelby Spong.  Let me quote just on paragraph from the article:


 The 60 year old head of the Episcopalian diocese in Newark, N.J. has long been a


renegade.  He favors abortion, the ordination of women and the blessing of


homosexual relationships, and in 1989 set off a furor when he was the first to ordain

an openly gay priest.  Now, with the publication of his latest book, "Rescuing the


Bible from Fundamentalism," in which Spong describes the Apostle Paul as a


repressed, self-loathsome homosexual" he has outraged his critics.  Spong says the


Bible cannot be taken literally when it demeans women and deems homosexuality


an abomination. (Concerning the Apostle Paul, Spong stated)….To me, it is a


beautiful idea that a homosexual male, scorned then as now, would define grace for


Christians.



Others in the religious world argue that Biblical condemnation of homosexuality is only

because of its connection with Canaanite idolatry.  They insist that God's disdain is for the idolatry, not the homosexuality.  In fact, they view homosexuality as acceptable if practiced by Christians to the glory of God!


And the pro-homosexual folks like to point out….they love to point out……they take great consolation in the fact that Jesus never directly condemned homosexuality.  Therefore, those of us who do, just don't have the love of Jesus in our hearts.


Do you see the main problem with all these statements?  For these folks, the Bible is not the final authority.  As the minister of the M.C.C. church stated, "We don't get hung up on the Bible."


All of this appears to be very much in line with what the Apostle Paul told the young preacher Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:3-4:


…..the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine;  but wanting to have


their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their


own desires;  and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.

But let me assure you of this…….this morning……we are not going to do that.  We are going to take the Bible as our final authority.
WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY


Rather than dismantling one by one, the previously discussed things that are being said about homosexuality in both the secular and religious worlds, let's simply see what the Bible says and that should pretty much take care of that.


I find it humorous that various denominations have week long sessions to discuss whether or not homosexuality is a sin.  I think we should be able to pretty much clear it up in about the next ten minutes.


I want you to turn to these texts with me…..so that you see if for yourselves.  The first one is Genesis 2:18-24.  This is the natural order of things….i.e., male and female.  Any deviation form the norm…..is unnatural….it is not normal.  God did not create Adam and Bruce.  If he did……the command to "be fruitful and multiply" given in Genesis 1:28 would be a physical impossibility.


Next passage is Genesis 19:4-9.  Now the pro-homosexual folks like to say…."Oh no…the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was inhospitality."  Oh give me a break!!  You mean these guys were trying to bust down the door just so they could shake the hands of the visitors?  Hardly!  Why was Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed.  Listen to Scripture.  Ezekiel 16:49-50 and Jude 7.  Both passages make it clear……they were destroyed for immorality and abominations.


Next passage is Leviticus 18:22.  In the Hebrew language the word "abomination" literally means, "disgusting."  Other practices that are described as abominations are incest,

adultery, and beastiality.


Next passage is Leviticus 20:13.  Let's address the statement made by the Methodist group that this passage was as outdated as the one about having nothing to do with menstruating women.  Notice first of all the menstruating women are not stoned.  I don't even want to get in to some of the detestable things that were done with menstruating women in Canaanite religion.  The fact that they were "cut off" simply means they are considered ceremonially unclean.  In fact, God is doing just the opposite of what He is being accused of by the homosexual community by claiming it is demeaning women.  God is protecting women and He is teaching mankind to have respect for women and for blood.  And by the way, we are going to notice later on that the New Testament has plenty to say about homosexuality…..but not a single word about the issue of menstruating women.  It's a straw man argument that has no merit.


Again, some say God is only condemning the idolatry not the homosexuality.  Where does God say that in the text?  This argument leads to the ridiculous conclusion that heterosexual fornication and even child sacrifice (two abominable Canaanite practices) would be acceptable if practiced to the glory of God.  God very clearly condemns all these practices.


Let's look at some other passages:  Romans 1:26-27 and 1 Timothy 1:8-10.


I really like this one:  1 Corinthians 6:9-11.  Keep in mind, the pro-homosexual community states that homosexuals cannot change.  However, right there in the text, the Apostle Paul says, "And such were some of you."


Timothy LaHaye is right on in his book What Everyone Should Know About Homosexuality when he states:  Not one scientific fact yet uncovered verifies that homosexuality is caused genetically, hormonally, or biologically."  In fact, the scientific evidence to date supports the premise that homosexuality is a learned behavior.  In fact, one college campus this year is offering a class entitled, "How to Be Gay."


If I were a true minority in this country I would be insulted by the pro-homosexual movement.  Nowhere does Scripture condemn a man because of his skin color.  However, it most certainly and clearly condemns homosexuality

And what about this business that Jesus never condemned homosexuality?  In Palestine, where Jesus conducted His earthly ministry, there was a strong aversion to the practice.  Obviously, Jesus never encountered the need to speak to it directly.  However, that being said, Jesus also never spoke to the issue of rape, child sacrifice, incest, bestiality, and a thousand and one other immoralities.

What Jesus did do was put His stamp of approval on a particular sexual ethic in Matthew 19:4-6:


And He answered and said, "Have you not read, that He who created them from


the beginning made them male and female, and said, "For this cause a man shall


leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife;  and the two shall become


one flesh?"  Consequently they are no longer two, but one flesh.  What therefore


God has joined together, let no man separate.


So we see, that the Bible is abundantly clear on its condemnation of homosexuality.  Other religious groups may wish to brush it aside.  However, we would be wise to stand firm.

MYTHS FROM THE HOMOSEXUAL AGENDA


Very, very briefly let me discuss just two myths out of the pro-homosexual movement.  First, has to do with the issue of numbers.  Number 4 on the list of 12 items on the "Gay Rights" agenda established in 1972 is to "promote the idea that homosexuals make up ten percent of the population in order to add legitimacy through sheer numbers."  It is a lie….a myth.  Here is the fact:  Four researchers with the Alan Guttmacher Institute conducted a scientific survey involving American men in their twenties and thirties.  Only 1% of the men claimed to be actively homosexual.  2.3% of the men claimed to have had same sex experience within the last ten years.  Similar studies conducted by France in 1992 concur with the most recent findings.

Here's the next myth promoted by that bastion of intellectual pursuit….the Oprah Winfrey Show on a program that aired February 18, 1987.  Here's how she opened her show:


Hello, everybody.  AIDS has both sexes running scared.  Research studies now project


that one in five heterosexuals could be dead from AIDS at the end of the next three


years.  That's by 1990.  One in five.  It is no longer a gay disease.  Believe me.


You see…..that's the lie, the myth that the homosexual community would like to convince us of……it's no longer a "gay" disease.  It's a myth.  Here is the fact.  We are now several years beyond 1990…..and not one in five, nor one in ten, nor even one in a hundred heterosexuals have died from AIDS as Oprah predicted.  In fact, not one in 3500 heterosexuals have died from AIDS.  Since that Opray Winfrey show .0003 percent of 250 million Americans have died from AIDS as heterosexuals.  One of the main reasons is, without getting into all the medical terminology is……heterosexual sex is not conducive to the transference of the virus.  The odds of being passed in this way is almost negligible.

But you see…..the pro homosexual movement feels like they need to scare us into action.  They need to either gain our sympathy or scare us to their side.


Of course immediately, if you take such a stance as I just have you are labeled as a "homophobic bigot with no compassion for those with AIDS."  Again….here are the facts:  Since AIDS was first diagnosed in the 80's…….forty…that's right forty times more Americans have succumbed to cancer…..and five times more to heart disease!!  To put it in perspective, AIDS related deaths are not even in the top 10 killers, yet we pour more money into AIDS research than any other illness.  We spend 20 times more money on AIDS research per patient than we do cancer research.  The pro homosexual community has powerful political clout.

One more thing about AIDS.  I doubt a cure will ever be found.  Why?  It's a virus.  It's a virus that expands much more rapidly than the common cold……and yet….have we found a cure even for the common cold?  In fact, in the history of medicine, with all of our modern technology we have failed yet to produce a single drug that attacks and destroys a virus directly.


I wish I could go on with the endless myths of the pro-homosexual agenda.
WHAT CAN WE AS CHRISTIANS AND THE CHURCH DO


We need to, first of all, be unwavering in our belief in God's word.


Next, we need to write letters to every local, state, or national official who has a vote on these matters.  I don't care if they are pro-union, pro-gun, or whatever your personal agenda might be.  We better back up God's agenda and if he or she is pro-homosexual we need to get them out or keep them out of office.


Next, we need to make sure and keep homosexuals out of the public school system.  If a teacher is found out to be homosexual, they need to be ousted.  "Wait a minute preacher!!  That's a little controversial."   Well good grief I hope so!  Let's make it clear, if we lose the battle with the homosexuals in the school system, we have lost the battle.  When we start accepting them and allowing them to teach our kids, we got a problem.  I mean would we allow drug abusers, child pornographers, prostitutes, child molesters and alcoholics to teach our kids?  Don't buy into the argument that homosexuality is an "alternate lifestyle."  God's word says it’s a perversion.

Next, support, work for, and pray for politicians with a moral backbone to take a stand on this issue.


"But preacher, that is going to make the church unpopular and disliked!"  James 4:4 makes it clear that to make ourselves friends with the world is to make ourselves the enemy of God.  I'd suggest that it's time the world liked us a whole lot less then they do.

WHAT SHOULD OUR ATTITUDE BE TOWARDS THE HOMOSEXUAL


Dr. James Smith in a March 12th, 1978 issue of the "Lookout" magazine stated:


Christian condemnation of homosexuality cannot be the bottom line in a discussion

of the biblical view of the practice.  The gospel of God's grace has the power to


change and cleanse every type of sinner.


In other words, homosexuality is not the unforgivable sin.  Keep in mind, the same scriptures that say homosexuality is an abomination also state that fornication (sex outside of marriage) is an abomination.  Jesus died for the homosexual as well.


Experts suggest four ingredients that are essential if the church is to offer any kind of cure to homosexuals:


1.
The church must recognize it and convince the individual that homosexuality is not genetically caused.  Rather it is a learned behavior.


2.
Recognize that homosexuality is a sin.  The church must not condone or tolerate sin in the name of Christian love.  The homosexual needs to repent of that sin in order to receive forgiveness.


3.
The individual must be referred to competent Christian counseling.


4.
Receptive Christians must practice acceptance and love.  Kenneth Gangle in his book, The Gospel and the Gay states:



Christians have nothing to offer if they regard the homosexual as untouchable



and totally beyond help and love…..God uses the body of Christ to change



people.


In conclusion, we have seen that the Bible condemns all homosexual practices and the church must stand against it.  At the same time, however, we must be ready to share the life changing power of the gospel.  You see, the Devil never does give us the luxury of one battle front does he?


May God give us courage……and compassion.
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