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Introduction
      The prophet Jeremiah, speaking about 600 years before Jesus Christ, points out that the nation of Judah was at a crossroads.  If they took one fork of the road they would continue on in their brazen sinful conduct and ultimately be destroyed by God.  This was the road that their sister nation had taken about 120 years earlier.  The northern ten tribes, the nation of Israel, was warned over and over by the prophets that if they did not return to the Lord they would be punished.  They did not heed the warnings and in 722 BC the Assyrians invaded and dismantled their kingdom.


The other road available to Judah was to repent and turn back to God by seeking “the ancient paths.”  In other words, they were to seek the things that had made them great in the first place, namely, righteousness and walking with God in His ways.  If they would take this path, the prophet states that the Lord would “give rest to their souls.”

So Judah had a decision to make.  Continue on in the way they were and be destroyed or turn back to the old paths and be blessed by God.  In Jeremiah’s day there were politicians, judges, and yes, even preachers who convinced the people that individuals like Jeremiah were just bags of hot air.  Listen for instance to what it states in Jeremiah 14:13:


“But, ‘Ah, Lord God!’ I said, ‘Look the prophets are telling them, 


‘You will not see the sword nor will you have famine, but I will give 


you lasting peace in this place.’”


America is at the same crossroads in our day.  As we are going to see in the course of this message, history reveals to us very clearly, that America is a Christian nation with a very clear Christian heritage.  However, is that the message we are getting today?  In our public schools, are our children being taught the truth about why America came into existence?  The answer is an emphatic, “NO!”


We are hearing quite a different interpretation of history, or it would probably be more accurate to say, a rewriting of history.  Let me give you just a few examples.  We are being told that our founding fathers did not come to America for religious freedom but in order to seek financial prosperity.  We are told today that Christians are intolerant and that they are an enemy to progress and education.  We are told that Christianity must stay
out of the political arena.  We are told that preachers who make stands for righteousness and biblical standards are propagators of hate.  We are told today that we are to be embarrassed by our American heritage.  Why? Because we are nothing but a nation of white racist pigs and oppressors.  Our kids are taught the garbage of “multiculturalism” in their schools.  The basic thesis of multiculturalism is that everyone should celebrate their personal heritage.  Why?  Because being an American is embarrassing.


For the time being, America seems to have made its choice of which path to take and I’m sorry to say that it’s the wrong one.  Once at the top of civilized world in its educational system America is slipping further behind.  More and more our schools are producing kids who know how to make a baby but they cannot spell it.  They can dribble a ball but cannot spell it.  We have a nation of whiners and cry babies who have forgotten that what made America great was the character of self reliance and the spirit of  being a pioneer and forging your own way.  Instead we have a nation whose hand is constantly out to the federal government and when the government threatens to cut back they whine and complain.  As past Senator Phil Graham of Texas stated, “We have more people in the wagon then there are pulling the wagon.”  Hillary Clinton was right when she stated that “It takes a village to raise a child.”  Dan Quayle was also right, however, when he pointed out, “My village doesn’t include the federal government.” We have a nation who when recently asked in a survey, 56% responded that they believed in life on other planets.  This is strange coming from a group of people where only 43% attend church on Sunday morning.  I guess the E.T’s have given us more evidence for their existence than God has.


And what about the churches and pulpits today?  What about the places where Jeremiah would be asked to be a guest speaker?  I am afraid that Jeremiah and the myriad of other Bible preachers, Old Testament and New Testament might have a tough time finding a place to preach.  Over a 

hundred years ago the famous French statesman De Tocqueville visited America.  Upon his return home, this is what he said:


“I sought for the greatness of America in her harbors and rivers and 


fertile fields, and her mines and commerce.  It was not there.  Not 


until I went into the churches and heard her pulpits flame with 


righteousness did I understand the greatness of her power.  America 


is great because she is good;  and if America ever ceases to be good, 


America will cease to be great.”

What would De Tocqueville find today in too many churches and pulpits?  He would find more preachers interested in popularity rather than piety, in the numbers game rather than the book of Numbers, and in Bible trivia rather than Bible knowledge.


Is there an alternative to all of this?  Does America have somewhere to go?  Is there another path to take?  The answer is an emphatic, “YES!”  It is the same path that Jeremiah encouraged the people of his day to take.  It is the ancient ways or the old paths.  America does have a Christian heritage.  This nation was founded because of Christianity and it was built upon Christian principles.  I agree with Jeremiah of old that this is the direction we should take.  When we did that in the past God blessed this nation.  If  we will do it again, God will continue to bless our nation and give us rest.  That is the promise of His word.


What I want to accomplish in this message is to develop a renewed sense of pride and confidence in being an American.  As the song states, I want you to “be proud to be an American.”  Yes, I am proud of the fact that I am 1/3 Cherokee Indian.  I like to learn about my heritage.  Put all that aside though.  I am not a “Native American.”  I am an American.  We don’t need Afro-Americans, Euro-Americans, Italian Americans or what have you.   America just needs Americans.


The way we are going to do this is to simply look at some historical facts concerning our American heritage (facts you probably will not hear in public schools or the media), and see that it is a heritage worth reclaiming and being proud of.  These things that we are going to talk about are the things that are “RIGHT ABOUT AMERICA!”

I am thankful to Dr. George Faull, president of Summit Theological Seminary, for providing me with some important historical documentation on this subject.

AMERICA WAS FOUNDED AS A CHRISTIAN NATION


History is being rewritten today as our children are taught that the Pilgrims came to America for financial freedom.  Rather than me tell you why they came to America, let’s let them tell us through the historical documents.


Listen to their purpose as stated in the New England Confederation:


“Whereas we all came into these parts of America with one and the 


same end and aim, namely, to advance the kingdom of our Lord 


Jesus Christ and to enjoy the liberties of the gospel in purity and 


peace….”


Listen to the goal of the Colonists stated in the regulations of New Amsterdam.  The date is 1624:


“(The Colonists) shall practice no other form of divine worship 


within their territory than that of the Reformed religion as presently 


practiced here in this country, and, in so doing, by their Christian 


life and conduct, lead the Indians and other blind people to the 


knowledge of God, and His Word, without, however, persecuting 


anyone because of  his faith, but leaving to everyone the


freedom of his conscience.  But, if anyone among them or within 


their jurisdiction should wantonly revile or blaspheme the name of 


God or of our Savior Jesus Christ, he shall be punished by the 


commander and his council according to the circumstances.”


Listen to what the Maryland Toleration Act stated should be done about those who spoke against the Christian faith:


“Whatsoever person or persons within this province and the islands 


thereunto belonging shall henceforth blaspheme God, that is, curse 


Him, or deny our Savior Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, or shall 


deny the Holy Trinity, the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost—or the 


Godhead, or any of the said three persons of the Trinity or the unity 


of the Godhead, shall be punished…..”

Now I am not advocating that we return to this type of regulation.  And whether the Colonists went too far in their zeal is a topic for another 

discussion.  However, it becomes abundantly clear that the ones who came to America came here because of deep religious convictions that caused them to pursue evangelism and the opportunity to worship in peace.  They did not come here for any other reason.


The first schools were set up in Massachusetts in 1647.  Listen to the reason why the schools were set up:


“It being one chief project of that old deluder Satan to keep men 


from the knowledge of the Scriptures….it therefore is ordered that 


every township in this jurisdiction, shall appoint one within their 


town to teach all such children as shall resort to him to write or 


read, whose wages shall be paid either by the parents or masters of 


such children.”

So you see, schools were started for the purpose of teaching children to read and write and the main reason was so that they could read the Bible.  Quite different from our schools today isn’t it?


I want you to keep in mind that I have only given you a few small examples of a plethora of documentation concerning the motivation of the early Colonists.  Listen to the evaluation of the evidence by Dr. George Faull:


“These should suffice to show why the early Colonists came to these 


shores. They came to evangelize the Indians.  They came to further 


the cause of Christ, and His Church.  To hinder people from 


learning of Christ and His Word, or to forbid the converting of those 


who were not Christians to the Christian faith is to repudiate the 


chief aim and purpose of the founding fathers.  It is to turn their


dream into a nightmare.  It is to trample on the graves of those who 


risked life and limb to carve out of this wilderness a nation dedicated 


to the God of the Bible.”

AMERICA WAS BLESSED BY GOD FOR SEEKING TO BUILD UPON CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES


It is my conviction that God has blessed America.  Because our founding fathers had this noble cause of building a nation dedicated to the God of the Bible, it is my conviction that God providentially helped them in this cause.


It is interesting to note that the early Colonists believed this as well.  The diaries of John Smith, Governor William Bradford, Deputy Governor Thomas Dudley, and others, tell us some of the interesting episodes that took place that they saw as the providence of God.


Did you know that the Pilgrims never intended to land at Plymouth?  They had planned on landing in Virginia.  However, a wind blew them off course.  Their first winter there was calm.  Later diary entries stated, “It was a calm winter, such as was never seen here since.”  (Wow!!  Good thing the "global warming" crew wasn't around back then.  They would have blamed it on environmental problems or George Bush!)

Had the Pilgrims landed farther south, they would have met up with cannibalistic Indians.  These Indians were later killed off by what the Colonists called a “strange plaque.”


Did you ever think of this marvelous fact of the providence of God?  When the settlers landed they met two Indians who could speak English!  Governor John Bradford tells us that one of the Indians had learned English when he had been in the east where some English ships had come to fish.  The Indian, named Samoset, had helped the English learn some things about the eastern parts that helped them in their fishing and in return they taught him some English.  Samoset told Bradford of another Indian named Squanto who spoke even better English than he.  Listen to the words of Bradford concerning Squanto:


“He was a special instrument sent of God for their good beyond their


expectation.  He directed them how to set their corn, where to take 


fish, and to procure other commodities, and was also their pilot to 


bring them to unknown places for their profit.”

In fact, it was the Pilgrim’s belief in the providence of God which gave us our modern holiday known as Thanksgiving.  Governor Bradford tells of a great drought which lasted from the third week of May till about the middle of July.  Things became very bad.  Therefore,  the Colonists set aside a day for the purpose according to Bradford, “of humiliation to seek the Lord by humble and fervent prayer in this great distress.”  Bradford goes on to give a lengthy discourse on what happened.  But in simple terms, before the day was out it started to rain.  Listen to how he concludes the account:


“And afterward the Lord sent them such seasonable showers, with 


interchange of fair, warm weather, as through His blessing, caused a 


fruitful and liberal harvest, to their no small comfort and rejoicing.  


For which mercy, in time convenient, they also set apart of day of 


thanksgiving.”

Again….compare this to those who had a cow a few years ago in Georgia when the governor asked people to pray to help end the drought!
Please remember this the next time you sit down to your Thanksgiving Dinner.  God has blessed this nation and He has providentially cared for this nation.  But He only does when people seek Him.
THE FRAMERS OF THE CONSTITUTION WERE FOR THE MOST PART CHRISTIAN MEN WHO INSTILLED THOSE PRINCIPLES IN THE CONSTITUTION


Yes it is true that some were deists who did not believe that God involved Himself in the affairs of men.  Some were even outright agnostics.  However, the vast majority of the framers of the Constitution were Bible believing men who believed a country could only survive if it was blessed by God.  In 1789, George Washington in his inaugural speech, articulates the convictions of the framers of the Constitution:


“No people can be bound to acknowledge and adore the invisible 


hand which conducts the affairs of men more than those of the 


United States.  Every step by which they have advanced to the 


character of an independent nation seems to have been distinguished 


by some token of providential agency.  We ought to be no less 


persuaded that the propitious smiles of heaven can never be expected 


on a nation that disregards the eternal, rules of order and right 


which heaven itself has ordained;  and since the preservation of the 


sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republican model of 


government are justly considered perhaps as deeply, as finally, 


staked on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the


American people.”


How different American presidential speeches sound today.  Washington recognized our godly heritage by recognizing the providence of God.  He admitted the thanksgiving due to God.  He acknowledges that past dealings with God would indicate that God would continue to bless the nation.  He sees that to obey God’s eternal rules is a must, if God is to continue to smile on America.


Our founding fathers would know no such thing as is practiced under the guise of “separation of Church and State” (a statement by the way that appears nowhere in the Constitution).  The purpose of the founding fathers was to keep the state from instituting a state church.  Separation of Church and State is a separation of institutions.  Church institutions will have no connection with the state, they shall not be established by the state, receive 
state support, patronage, or privilege.  It is clear that the purpose of the founders in this clause was to keep the government from choosing one of the Christian denominations as the proper one.  In the same way, no religious institution shall be subject to any state control.  The idea today that religion has no place in politics is as far away from the beliefs of the founding fathers than can ever be imagined.  Winthrop S. Hudson in his book, Religion in America notes this:


“When the First Amendment was adopted no one thought that 


‘separation of Church and State’ to use the terminology of the 


Supreme Court, implied any separation of religion and politics.  The 


colonial clergy, according to their differing convictions, both 


‘preached up’ and ‘preached down’ the American Revolution.  They 


debated, for example, the issue of God given rights.  Since then 


political issues have never been absent from American pulpits.  In


similar fashion political leaders cast their thought within religious 


categories and used religious rhetoric to express political 


convictions.”


Boy, how far we have come.  Now liberal members of Congress with the help of much of the media carry on a full time publicity campaign to impugn what they call “the dangerous Christian right.”  I do not know about dangerous but I am proud to be a part of the Christian right for two reasons.  One, there is no such thing as “the Christian wrong” and secondly, it puts me in good company with the founding fathers and the true heritage of America.


One other thing I want to say before I conclude has to do with those who assert that Christianity is an enemy of progress and education.  I find it very interesting that those schools which are considered the best examples of higher learning (i.e., Princeton and Yale to name a few) were founded as schools of ministry to train men for the preaching ministry.  Public education in America was not started by the state but by churches.  In the early schools, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Geometry, Logic, Philosophy, Astronomy, and Metaphysics were required subjects as well as theology.  Compare that with today’s curriculum of multi-cultural nonsense and Global Warming 101.
Conclusion


Allow me to again quote from Dr. George Faull as we make a final evaluation of this historical evidence:


“In light of these original beliefs of the founders of this nation, it 


must be ignorance or wickedness to try to humanize this great 


country to little more than an agnostic state.  America’s great 


doctrines, documents and history were created for the most part by 


Christians.  In one volume of original documents between 1602 to 


1754, 23 out of 50 of the documents were written by ministers of


the gospel.  We Christians have every right and responsibility to call 


America back to the God who helped our Christian forefathers forge 


the greatest nation on earth.  It is time we recognize that America 


was founded to be a Christian nation.  To try to humanize it is to 


pervert it.  To secularize it is to destroy our heritage.  To leave out 


God is to make our founding documents a farce and a


‘sham.’  To speak of complete separation of Church and State is 


ironic.  To tell
preachers to not speak out against immorality and 


debauchery is to tell them their predecessors were out of line.  To 


remove Christianity from America is to make her un-American.  To 


rob her of her Christian heritage is to spit in the face of God.  

If America was not once a Christian oriented nation, then 


China was never a nation of Confucianism, or India was never a 


Hindu nation.”


So, what can we do in light of all this?  There is plenty we can do.

1)  Reclaim proudly the Christian Heritage of our nation and call for a return back to that heritage.  This nation was not founded on Buddha, Mohammed, or Confucius.  It was founded on the God of the Bible.  We must claim that and call for a return to that understanding.  As in the early colonies, other religions can be tolerated, but when we say, “One nation under God” we know who we are talking about.

2)  If they will not teach your children in school about our one true heritage, take that
responsibility yourself.  Do not allow your children to be ashamed because they are an American.

3)  Get involved in American politics but do it with a proper understanding of our Christian heritage.  A Bible believing Christian who knowingly votes for a candidate who denies this great heritage will have to answer to God for that.  At times it is difficult to know who to vote for.  However, when you go to vote, ask yourself this


question, “Which candidate would God be most pleased with and which 


candidate gives us a better chance at reclaiming our Christian 


heritage?”  

4)  Lastly, but most importantly, pray.  If God’s people, Christians, will pray, the Bible states in 2 Chronicles 7:14 that God promises to hear our prayers and heal our land. History is replete with examples of nations who completely left God.  Their end was destruction.  Certainly America’s destiny will not be any different if we fail to ask


God’s blessing.


As Jeremiah pointed out concerning the people of his day, the America of our day is standing at a crossroads.  Unfortunately, the people of Jeremiah’s day took the wrong road and in 538 BC God allowed the Babylonians to come in and destroy that nation.


It is my prayer that something has been said this evening that will cause you to believe that there is hope for America.  We have a great Christian heritage.  Claim it, pray to God for His blessing, and encourage all the people you can to make that same commitment.  Some will laugh at you.  Others will look at you with contempt.  But just maybe enough will believe you to start making a difference for America.  Maybe enough people will have the bravery to take the “ancient paths” at the crossroads we now stand at.


And if America does not turn and take the ancient paths....at least you and I can stand before God, with a clear conscience, and our hands clean of the blood of those who refused to listen.

(End with Colson’s story of the man who stood at the gate of Sodom and Gomorrah.)

