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"I AM…THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE"

John 14:6


It is my desire through Kent Christian Academy to raise a new generation of intolerant young people who grow into intolerant adults.  Now, I'm positive that statement is so shocking to some of you due to the brainwashing of our "tolerance" teaching culture, that I'm going to say it again, just so you know that I did not stutter.  Here it is again…….it is my desire through "Kent Christian Academy" to raise a new generation of intolerant young people who grow into intolerant adults.


Why would I want to do that?  It is very simple.  Jesus was intolerant…..and I want our young people to be like Jesus.  The apostles of the New Testament were intolerant and I want our young people to have the faith and characteristics of those great heroes of the faith.  The Bible is intolerant and I want our young people to follow those teachings.


Now I know that some of you simply cannot believe what you are hearing right now.  You may even be ready to explode.  You may even want to get up and leave right now.  If you do I would ask…."Is that "tolerant?"  If those are sentiments running through your mind right now, then you prove that you indeed have been "brainwashed" and "reprogrammed" by our current "tolerance" teaching culture.


Before we go any further, it might be good to define some terms.  First, let's discuss the word "tolerance."  The problem with the word "tolerance" is that it has undergone a radical change in meaning from the original etymology of the word.  Twenty to thirty years ago I would have accepted the premise that I need to be a "tolerant" person.  Back then the word meant this in a nutshell….."You and I will have to agree to disagree."  What does that mean?  It means, you think you are right, and I think you are wrong, however……we can still be agreeable….i.e., we need to "tolerate" each other.  However, my "tolerance" of you does not concede a single point.  You are still wrong in my estimation.

In this understanding of the word "tolerance" I am a "tolerant" person.  I have all kinds of friends that are wrong about all kinds of things.  I have a good friend that is a dye in the wool liberal Democrat.  We get together at least twice a year for hunting trips.  However, I never fail at least once during each trip to tell him where he is wrong.  In the end, we "agree to disagree."  Even though we disagree I still respect him as a person of worth and value our relationship.


I desire for KCA students to be "tolerant" in this way.  One of my goals for the school is to have a debate team this upcoming school year where the students will learn first hand what it means to "disagree without being disagreeable."  They will learn how to respect others with whom they disagree even when they know the other person is wrong.  That is "tolerance" in the true sense of the word.


However, like I said the word has undergone a metamorphosis, which is not uncommon for words to do by the way.  In our politically correct charged society the word "tolerance" now means this……nobody is wrong, everything is relative.  What may be truth for you may not be truth for someone else.  What may be wrong for you may be alright for someone else.  There is a little bit of truth in everything.  To say something is wrong is considered "judgmental."  If you say something is wrong, you may even be charged with racism or homophobia.  What is important is not "truth" but how you "feel" about something.  If you believe 9/11 was a governmental conspiracy….that's OK….that how you "feel" about it….and your feelings are valid and no one has the right to judge you.  I've heard that said.

In order for Jesus to have been politically correct and "tolerant" by today's standards He would have had to say the following……"I Am one of the ways.  I have possible truth.  Mine is one of many truths.  My life is an alternative lifestyle that you can choose if you desire.  There are many ways to see the Father and I am but one of them."

In the early 90's I was teaching a series of lessons on religious cultism in South Hutchinson, KS.  One evening I noticed a gentleman there who had not previously been attending any of the classes.  At the conclusion of my lesson that evening, he asked to speak with me. 

He was the head of the local chapter of the Bahai faith.  The Bahai faith is an ecumenical movement that seeks to unite all religions.  He told me that he appreciated everything I said with the exception of my quoting of John 14:6.  He stated, and I quote….."My problem with you Christians is that you take those words literally."  I told him, "See, we can agree on something."


Yes….I emphatically do take those words of Jesus literally.  The students at KCA are taught to take those words literally.

Jesus is not "a way"…….Jesus said He was "THE Way."  That's "intolerant."  That is exclusivist!  In the phrase…."THE Way"…..Jesus means……Mohommed won't cut it…….Buddah won't cut it……Allah won't cut it….Moses won't cut it…..and Joseph Smith certainly doesn't cut it.  If you want to see the Father….if you want to see God….then you MUST go through Me.  That's what Jesus was saying.


Now how many of you believe that?  Then you, my friends, by today's standards are….INTOLERANT.  Now don't you want KCA to raise kids like that?


Jesus is not "a truth"…..Jesus said He was "THE truth."  People try to get off the hook by saying…."Well different people interpret the Bible differently."  That's true!  However, that does not mean they are all right.  If two people have a different interpretation of a particular Bible verse they can both be wrong.  However, it is logically impossible for them to both be right.  When Jesus said He was "THE Truth"….that means….the Koran won't cut it….the Book of Mormon won't cut…..the Book of Common Prayer won't cut it….the Talmud won't cut it.  If 
you want to know the TRUTH….then you must know the words of Jesus recorded in His word.


The modern church has conceded way too much biblical truth….which is why we now have "salad bar" churches.  You are encouraged to search for a church that gives you just the salad selections you like.  You know…the ones that make you "feel good."  After all, in this "tolerant" age….your feelings are the final arbiter of truth.

It is my goal through KCA to raise a new generation of young people who now only know God's Word but will stand uncompromisingly on the truth contained therein and not concede a single biblical truth.  It is also my goal to raise young people who unabashedly proclaim that truth and speak out….because the church has been silent for far too long.


As I stated earlier, one of my dreams for the school is a debate team.  Every debate team member will be able to say the following….on call….anytime I yell it out………This is from the "Great Debaters" movie with Denzel Washington…..(it is also posted on my office wall so it is the last thing I see before every time I step foot in this pulpit)……

WHO….is the judge?

GOD…is the Judge!

WHY…is He Judge?

HE…decides whether I win or lose, not my opponent.

WHO…is my opponent?

HE…does not exist.

WHY…does he not exist?

BECAUSE….he is but one dissenting voice from the truth that I speak.


Jesus is not "a life"….He said He was "THE life."  In John 10:10….Jesus said that He came that people would have "live and have it more abundantly."  The Greek word there for "life" is not "bios"….it is "zoe."  That is….it not simply biological life that Jesus came to bring…He came to bring us a life that is fulfilling.

Now maybe you understand one of the things we constantly say here at KCA.  "It is not our job to teach your kids how to make a living."  (I would parenthetically add….that should not be the purpose of any educator.)  "It is not our job to teach you kids how to make a living.  It is our job to teach your kids how to make a life."

When your children know the key to living a full life and they understand that part of a full life is having their spiritual house in order…..they will never have to worry about making a living.


Some people cannot understand why KCA stresses manners.  Why do you guys make a big deal out of "Yes sir"…and "Yes…Mam"…."Please"….and "Thank you"….."Waiting your turn"….."Respecting Adults"……etc.  We have actually had potential parents say…"I don't like that."  Since when did teaching kids to be respectful become not vogue anymore?  I think Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas said it well when he said…..""Good manners will open doors that the best education cannot."  Think about that…..who wants to hire an obnoxious Harvard grad?

CONLUSION:  I also told you that the apostles of the Apostles of the New Testament were intolerant by today's standards.  In Acts 4:12…..Peter while on trial in front of the Jewish leaders (which would have been a good time to be "politically correct") state….."There is no other name under heaven whereby men can be saved except the Name of Jesus."


May God help "Kent Christian Academy" continue to raise "intolerant young people who grow into intolerant adults."
