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  "VICTORIA'S SECRET"
or….as Paul Harvey used to say….

"And now the rest of the story…..concerning Mother's Day"

INTRODUCTION

Can anyone tell me about the history of "Mother's Day"….i.e., what year was it made a holiday?.....Who put forth the idea?  More importantly, can anyone tell us……"Why?"  Why a special holiday to celebrate "Mother's Day?"  And…while you are at it……can you tell us why it was fifty years later….. a half a century before the same action was taken for "Father's Day?" Anyone?  Well today is your lucky day!!!


While there were local celebrations honoring mothers in the late 1800’s, the recognition of Mother's Day as a U.S. national holiday was largely due to the efforts of Anna Jarvis. Anna’s mother, Mrs. Anna M. Jarvis, had been instrumental in developing “Mothers Friendship Day” which was part of the healing process of the Civil War. In honor of her mother, Miss Jarvis wanted to set aside a day to honor all mothers, living and dead.

In 1907, Miss Anna began a campaign to establish a national Mother’s Day. She persuaded her mother’s church in Grafton, W.Va., to celebrate Mother’s day on the second anniversary of her mother’s death, the second  Sunday of May. By the next year, Mother’s Day was also celebrated in her own city of Philadelphia.

Miss Jarvis and her supporters began to write to ministers, evangelists, businessmen, and politicians in their crusade to establish a national Mother’s Day. 

This campaign was a success. By 1911, Mother’s Day was celebrated in almost every state in the Union. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson made the official announcement proclaiming Mother’s Day as a national holiday to be held each year on the second Sunday of May.

The one-woman crusade of Anna Jarvis is often overlooked in history books because women during the early 1900s were engaged in so many other reform efforts, but it is likely that these other reforms helped pave the way for Anna Jarvis to succeed in her campaign for Mother’s Day. (Author:  Patricia Chadwick is a freelance writer)


Anna Jarvis died having never married and childless which is interesting in light of her views of motherhood.


Let's return to some of the statements I asked you to take special notice of….(I've put them on the screen)……


"She persuaded her mother's church"


"She began to write to ministers, evangelists, businessmen, and politicians"


"Women during the 1900's were engaged in so many other reform efforts"


It appears the Miss Jarvis was the perfect Victorian woman….i.e., beautiful, refined, proper, dainty, and morally pure.  In this setting she became the guardian of moral and religious purity.


Wait a minute??  Wasn't it the men who used to always do that?  Wasn't it the men who were to be the defenders of what was pure?  Are not men the ones who are called to be the heads of the home?  Leaders in the church?  Leaders in doctrinal and moral purity?  Why is it that in the 1900's that role was taken over by women….AND HERE WE GO…..still continues to this day?


You see folks, what I'm suggesting this AM…..and what I will back up with history, scripture, and other facts…..is that the reason we have a Mother's Day holiday in the first place……is the failing of men to be defenders of moral and scriptural purity.  I'm not suggesting we not celebrate Mother's Day.  I am asking that we question our motivation for celebrating it.


You don't think the Victorian view of womanhood still affects men today?  Come to my office sometime and listen to the complaints of women:  "He takes no initiative….he lets me do all the work to get the children ready for church."  Or…..see church after church where the women assert their perceived authority or attempt to assert it.  Often, it is not because they want to.  They are simply tired of sitting around waiting for the men to do something.  Welcome my friends….to Victoria's Secret!


Weldon M Hardenbrook in his book, Missing from Action: Vanishing Manhood in America, gives fives steps in the process that led to the Victorian roles of women becoming the standard bearer for biblical and moral purity.

STEP ONE:  THE PRESENCE OF THE PEDESTAL


There she stood……the Victorian woman regally perched on her pedestal with her pinched waist, swelled bosom, and layers of petticoats atop her hoped skirt.  Rarely soiling her tender hands by physical labor inside or outside the house, this new "lady" filled her days with strolling about or reading sentimental fiction, and of course, the Holy Bible, of which she had become the sole guardian.  One Victorian man described her this way…."A gentle household divinity…..the source and sacred fountain of our happiness."

When did this happen?  Very simple.  During the Industrial revolution, the woman who once was a part of the economic survival of the family by working on the farm alongside her husband and children had now been replaced by industrialization.  Her husband, for the first time in history……went off to work…..leaving her at home to be the queen of the household.


Men would rule the workplace….and women would rule the home.  Men not only abandoned their roles, but also divorced themselves of any moral responsibility in the community.  That was women's work.  As Queen Victoria ruled over England her American sisters would now rule over the hearts and minds of American men.


Men who were now products of the Industrial Revolution now looked upon this woman as a veritable goddess who ensured an environment of purity for their offspring and the conscience of the nation.


Myron Benton stated, "She was glorified.  She was idealized.  Her virtues were praised to the skies, and of faults she was deemed to have none."


By the way…now you know the origin of the phrase……"Good girls don't do that"….or the belief that sex was a "duty for the women"…..or…."a tool to be used to control her man"… all of which are very unscriptural attitudes about sex.

Pulpits across America for the first time began to extol the virtues of this Victorian goddess.


STEP TWO:  THE MORAL SURRENDER OF MEN

The creation of this Victorian goddess came at a tremendous cost to the Victorian American man.  Throughout history men had been the moral examples and teachers for their family.  However, when men abandoned these roles for the workplace, the women replaced them.

During the Victorian era of the early 1900's…..there was literally an avalanche of literature written for women.  Why?  It's very simple.  Men did not read anymore….and that trend has not changed much to this day.  Don't believe me?  Check the stats.  70% of all books purchased are purchased by???  You got it….women!  In fact, the majority of books about "manhood" are written by…....you got it…women!  That has not changed since the Victorian era when most of the literature written depicted men who were totally dependant on women for moral guidance.  Victorian women are often seen holding or near a Bible.  Why?  Because men depended on them to interpret it.  They were too busy at work.


STEP THREE:  THE ACTIVE CONTROL BY WOMEN OF HOME, SCHOOL, AND CHURCH

These were the three domains men surrendered.


First was the home.  In the days of the settling of America, men were the sole possessors of household authority.  But with the demands of industrialization, men were gone so much that they could no longer maintain their historical function.  Instead of restructuring the workplace to accommodate both roles the men simply decided to desert the home and let the wives handle it.  In other words, it became socially acceptable for men to not be involved with their families.  Why is it that it is socially acceptable for a man to work 70 plus hours a week…..HOWEVER….a woman is expected to stay at home…..OR….if she works outside the home she is expected not to neglect her household duties one bit?  Welcome again….to Victoria's Secret!

This led to the second place where control was taken over by women….the school.  Since women had the sole responsibility for raising children in the home it then stands to reason that
they would carry that to the next level of society…i.e., the public schools.  By 1890 the number of female vs. male teachers was double.  Another male responsibility down the drain.

Finally, this led into the final sphere which was the church….specifically the Sunday school.  More and more preachers saw their congregations become more feminized since the men were "off to work"……requiring them to do two things….1)  appeal more to 
women…..(thus the move to feminine decorations in the church)….and…2) the recruitment of more female teachers of children's Sunday school classes.  Don't believe this??  Ask yourself the question concerning the children's Sunday School teaching staff in most churches…..are they male or female??


To demonstrate how the church of today still suffers from this Victoria's Secret…..on September 20, 1985….the prominent magazine Christianity Today had a cover story that highlighted the problems of issues in school and home.  On the cover of the magazine….there was not a man in sight.  Both families and schools were represented by….you guessed it….women.  It is little wonder then that men today have become dependent on women for spiritual guidance…..which by the way….frustrates the tar out of most women.

When national Gallup Polls have asked teenagers who had the strongest influence on their moral and spiritual upbringing……59% said their mother…..16% named their father……20% said both were equal.


It manifests itself in little ways.  You ever been to a family gathering….and a man leads the prayer for the food…..but he only does so because his wife has said "Dear….it's time to pray?"…..as if he could not figure that out when he sees all the food laid out.

STEP FOUR:  THE ELEVATION OF MOTHERHOOD OVER FATHERHOOD


So you see….it was due to the Victorian mindset that Mother's Day was officially recognized in 1914 by an act of Congress.  Motherhood was now deemed more saintly than fatherhood and this was proved out historically because "Father's Day" would not be recognized until 50 years later.


Bill Cosby alludes to this when he points out humorously, how sports figures always say…."Hi mom!"


STEP FIVE:  RESPONSIBILITY FOR PUBLIC MERCY AND MORAL REFORM GOES TO WOMEN


The new Victorian gender images of men as hard and self-absorbed and of women as calming and benevolent set the stage for the abandonment of men's responsibility to society.  During the Victorian age female charities abounded such as the WCTS (Women's Christian 
Temperance Union).  Others were the….Female Orphan Asylum, Graham Society, Corban Society, Female Bible Society, Widow Society, Female Education Society…et. al).  And of course, who were the debased wretched scoundrels who most needed the reforming touch of these societies?  That's right….men.


In less than a century, the men had handed over their moral responsibilities all the way from the home, to the school, to the church…and now….society.


Don't believe that's true today?  Let me ask…..why is there not an organization called….."FAAD"….(Father's Against Drunk Driving)?


Don't believe how profound the change was?  Let me ask you…when France presented a gift to the American people to honor the social conscience of America who had welcomed oppressed immigrants…..what sex was that statue?  (Hint:  Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses….).   That's right.  It's the Statue of Liberty….a woman.  She is a grand Victorian lady….right down to her pedestal.


Moral strength and generosity then….as now….is portrayed by women.

CONCLUSION:  So the sad fact is…."Mother's Day" has a Victoria's Secret that is not very complimentary of men.  "Mother's Day" came about as the result of men abdicating over to women their roles as leaders of moral and religious purity.

So how do we turn this around?  Unfortunately this would take another 35 to 40 minutes to go into detail about.  However, let me touch on a few….briefly……
1.
Men must first….take responsibility for their spiritual lives and quit looking to their


wives, or other women for direction.

2. 
The first step in doing that is giving up the ignorant, knuckle dragging mentality that


intellectual pursuits are for women….I'm a jock….a man's man…etc.  Read a book….


expand your mind…and use it to discern the most important book you will ever read…


the Bible.  Real men……..love Jesus!

3.
Assert your God given role as leader and quit leaving it to, in your words…"the little


woman."  To think that you have done your part when you work all week and then


hand your check over to your wife is just plain ignorant and makes you little more


than a weak spined servant boy.  How about….working together with your wife to


ensure a strong spiritual foundation for your children.

4.
More male teachers in our classrooms of younger children…..even better would be


husband/wife team teachers.  (But don't just sit there in the corner and let her do it.


Take charge.)

Man I could say so much more……but time just does not allow.


Well…have I ruined your "Mother's Day?"  Possibly?  If so….I'm glad…..because you were probably celebrating it for the wrong reason.  If you celebrate it because they have relieved you of your moral and spiritual responsibility…and it makes you feel better to say good things about them…..well….it probably is ruined for you.

What's the right reason to celebrate?  How about I just tell you why I do….I remember the one who gave me life.  My mother passed away a few years ago…and unfortunately our relationship due to early unavoidable circumstances in life never really became the close relationship it could have been had things been different.  However, I am thankful she gave me life.  I'm thankful for my wife….my life partner….the one who shares my values….the one with whom I have faced and will continue to face life's struggles.  The writer of the Proverbs says…31:30-31  We honor their work for the Lord.  We don't honor them for "our" work which they do.

In other words men…..we are not here to honor a goddess.  We are here to honor our Mother's for the sacrifices they made for us…..and our spouses for the partnership they provide us.  Most importantly we are here to honor the God whose wisdom of what was needed for the development of a child provided a father and a mother.

Men….give your wife the ultimate Mother's Day gift.  Give her a man who desires to be a man of God.
