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“THY WORD IS TRUTH"

(The inerrancy of the Scripture)

IITRODUCTION:
Read John 18:37-38

A.
This question of Pilate, “What is truth?" was not a trite or sarcastic question.

1.
It was probably the most asked question of Pilate's Day.

2.
The reasons:

a)
Rome was in decline. Many blamed it on the gods, but most probably had trouble deciding which one to blame it on.

b)
Hundreds walked the streets proclaiming their philosophical speculation as the truth.

c)
People were searching for the meaning of life and thus the meaning of truth.

3.
With this understanding then, it is little wonder that Pilate asked Jesus, "What is truth?"

B.
There are many similarities to our day and age:

1.
Evolution has reduced man to a mere chance process.

2.
The relativism of our society has made truth appear to be as illusive as “the great white stag.”

3.
There appears to be very little meaning or purpose in life, so many ask the question today, "What is truth?"
C.
To make matters worse, too often the church of our day has failed to take a stand for the truth.

1.
The church many time is more interested in maintaining the status quo or "Staying in the comfort zone.

2.
Fence riding has become the famous past time of many church leaders including, and most especially, preachers.

ILLUSTRATION:
Many monuments of our forefathers have them seated on horses. Monuments erected of some preachers today would have them sitting on fences.

3.
Truth is no longer the standard of deciding some-thing, but rather or not it might hurt someone's feeling.

4.
Right in the middle of all this “jelly-fishness” is the Bible.

D. We in the Restoration movement claim to be a people of the book but how little is said today about the reliability of the Word.

E.
Which brings me to the statement of fact, that the biggest threat to the Bible today comes from within the church.

1.
Inerrancy (the fact that the Bible is without error) has been and will continue to be one of the most hotly debated issues in evangelical Christianity.

2.
It is also a hot issue for our brotherhood.

3.
In fact, it was this debate that was part of the reason for the split between us and the Disciples in the early 1900's.

E. No longer can the conservative Christian who believes his or her Bible to be the very Word of God be considered in the majority.

The end result of all of this is sadly illustrated in the book, Reforming Fundamentalism, by George A. Marsden, which informs that 85% of the students in one of America's largest evangelical seminaries stated that they do not believe in the inerrancy of Scripture. Beyond that, a poll of 10,000 U.S.A. clergymen (of whom 74% replied) by sociologist Jeffery Hadden in 1987 clearly reveals the effects of this significant change of belief through the passage of time. When asked if they believed that the Scriptures are the inspired and inerrant Word of God in faith, history, and secular matters:

95% of Episcopalians said "No." 
87% of Methodists said "No." 
82% of Presbyterians said "No." 
77% of American Lutherans said "No." 
67% of American Baptists said "No." 

This sad commentary speaks for itself. The Gideon, January, 1994, Page 12-13 

F.
But I do want us to see , that we should have all the confidence in the world for taking a stand for the words of Scripture.

G.
I feel fortunate to have studied in institutions from both ends of the spectrum:

1.
F.C.C. "Strong in the Scriptures."

2. Anderson, a very liberal approach to the Bible.

3. Faith…..very conservation….I had to sign a statement of belief

In the inerrancy of the Word.

H.
All this has made my conviction in the inerrancy of Scripture as strong as ever.

PROPOSITION:
The Words of Scripture are Truth!

T.S.
By examining portions of the gospel of John, we will take note of some events that help confirm the fact that the words of Scripture are truth!

I.
THE PROBLEM (John 14:1-6)

A.
The problem in a nutshell was Jesus was going away.

1.
He had always been there to get them out of trouble.

2.
Now He was leaving them alone.

3.
How would they continue to preach and teach, winning the lost without Him there?

4.
You can imagine the thoughts that ran through their minds.

B.
In many ways we face the same problem today:

1.
We have been given a commission.

2.
We speak about a God whom people cannot see.

3.
We preach about a resurrected Christ whom people cannot see.

C.
What is it that gives validity to what we teach? What is it that makes the Scriptures true?

II.
THE PROMISE (John 16:5-12; John 14:16-26)

A.
"Helper" (Gr. PARACLETON) is better translated by the word "Advocate” as it is in I John 2:1.

1. Word literally means, "called to one's side."
2.
The word was used in the Roman system of justice to denote a legal assistant, a council for the defense; one who pleads another's case.

3.
Advocates were widely used in the Roman system of law. Often they acted in place of, or even wrote the speeches for the defendant.

B.
What a great word for Jesus to use.

1.
This word correctly describes the role of the Holy Spirit IN THE LIVES OF THE APOSTLES. (Under-score this point.)
2.
With this understanding look again at 14:26; 15:26-27; 16:13.

C. The promise to the Apostles was that the Holy Spirit would guide them in the things they said and wrote.

D.
He would write the speeches and give it to them.

   E.   By the way, nowhere does the Bible try to explain the mechanism     

       of how the Holy Spirit did this.

1.
Liberals will fault the Bible on this point.

2.
As Jack Cottrell says in his book Solid: The Authority of God's Word: "We should not be concerned if we cannot describe in detail the manner of inspiration. After all, the most important aspect of it is not the nature of the process, but the nature of the product."
F.
Well what is the nature of the product?

1.
Since Scripture came from the Holy Spirit then it has to be truth!

2.
What else could it be for Jesus said it would be from the Father.

G.
This sure gives us a fuller understanding of II Tim. 3:16: "All Scripture is God breathed..."
H.
Do you realize we have leaders in our brotherhood who have said and are saying, "We can trust the message of the Bible, but not the words."

I.
I have a textbook in my library written by prominent men in our brotherhood who make the following assertions:

1. Adam and Eve are fable, story.

2. The gospel account of demons is equivalent to belief in witchcraft.

3. The doctrine of inerrancy is unimportant and as a matter of fact the Bible was never intended to be taken as God’s complete revelation for today.

4. The proof they often make for this claim is the fact that the word "inerrancy" is not even in the Bible. (Have they noticed the word “Trinity” is not present either?)

J.
In answer to these objections we must ask, if we cannot trust the Bible when it talks about origins, natural science, or demons, then upon what basis do we have for believing in the saving death of Jesus Christ?

K.
Jesus told the Apostles they would be given the Spirit of truth and that He would teach them. That was the promise!

III.
THE PRAYER John 17:6-17

A.
Pilate asked the question, “What is truth?"
B.
Our world asks the same question today.

C.
Jesus gave the answer: "Thy word is truth!"

D.
It is that word which was given to the Apostles; that which they taught and wrote down.

E.
That which has been handed down through the centuries.

F.
That which we have in our hands!

G.
What a comfort!

1.
We don't need to ask anymore, "What is the meaning of life? What is truth?"
2.
We have it at our fingertips.

H.
Those, who stand for inerrancy, are often accused of being ignorant. We are told that if we would study biblical criticism we would see there are problems with our manuscripts and modern translations.

I.
Well, the simple fact is that I have studied Biblical criticism. I am very well aware of problems.

J.
But that is not the issue. The question is not, "Do our modern translations have some errors?” The question is, "When the apostles wrote, did they write without error?"
 K.
 I submit they did, otherwise, we would have to admit that the Holy Spirit who was supposed to guide them in all truth made mistakes.

L. What of these errors in our modern translations? How reliable are they?

1.
I had the opportunity to attend lectures conducted by Dr. Bruce Metzger (the most prominent Greek scholar of our times from Princeton).

2.
I asked him this question: “What is the percentage of textual problems?"
3.
He pointed out that it is less than one half of one percent and of that percentage none of them changed any major doctrines.

4.
Most of the problems he said were problems of grammar, spelling, etc.

M.
It appears that God providentially guarded the copying of Scripture as well.

N.
It should give us great confidence to know that the Bible we have in our hands is over 99.5% accurate.

0.
We can say with assurance as Jesus said, "Thy Word is Truth!"
IV.
THE PROVISION  (John 20:19-23)

A.
Very close to what Jesus said in Matthew 16.

B.
John 8:32 Jesus had told His followers that they would "know the truth and it would set them free."
C.
This formula "Whatsoever you bind shall be bound...” was the same one the Jewish Rabbis said concerning the teaching of the Law.

1.
Wherever the law would be taught, people could be set free from their sins.

2.
Failure to teach the law would bind people in their sins.

D.
A few days from this time when Jesus said this, the Apostles would be in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost and there they would receive the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

1.
Peter was going to preach the first gospel sermon.

2.
He opened the gates to the kingdom of heaven and people were set free from their sins.

E.
What Jesus is telling them is this, whenever they preach the truth they have learned, the possibility of freedom from sin is there. If they do not preach, then people will remain bound in their sin.

  F.
 They had quite a responsibility; but they also had quite a provision.

  G. 
We have the same great responsibility today.

1.
But what a great provision we have. We have the inspired, inerrant word of God.

2.
May we never forget the fact that if we fail to preach and teach this truth, then people will remain bound in their sin.

H. We won't forget it as long as we realize the importance of standing    

     for the truth.

CONCLUSION:  Therefore we see, the words of Scripture are truth!

A.
The early church understood this very well. 1 Thess. 2: 13

B.
The church of our day needs to recommit itself to this doctrine.

ILLUSTRATION:
Quote from Jack Cottrell's book Solid.  P. 42


“Why is the inerrancy of the Scripture such a crucial point? If the Bible were no more important than any other book, then it 

would not really matter. The need for accuracy in any writing is directly related to the importance of the writing. Vacation postcards could contain errors of fact, and little would depend on it. If a road map is wrong it may be inconvenient but not fatal. On the other hand, mistakes in military communications and command decisions could be very costly in terms of lives and freedom.


But the most important message of all is the one God is communicating to us through Scripture. It is a matter of life and death, indeed, eternal life or eternal death. These things "have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name" (John 20:31). Here is a message of such importance that God has not trusted it to fallible memories and understandings. He has supervised its

communication so that it reaches us without error.”
C.
This fact should challenge us to:

Study it, Accept it, Trust it, Defend it, Share it.

D.
I want to make it clear that I do not make the belief in inerrancy a test of fellowship.

1.
I do, however, make it a test of leadership.

2.
No man should fill the pulpit, no man or woman should be teaching in the classroom who does not affirm the full inerrancy of the Word.

3.
In other words, it's not a test of fellowship…..neither is it on the



same level as "to use or not use" the piano.

 E.
Call it a litmus test if you will but I am convinced it is a litmus test that God gives full approval to.

 F.
Those who question the inerrancy of the Word simply allow the Satanic question to be asked again, "Has God really said?"
G. In Romans 3:3-4, Paul sums up what should be the attitude of the Christian towards such people: "What then? If some do not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God will it? May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar."

