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“The Lord’s Day”


I.  The Sabbatarian charge that the Roman church, without authority, “changed the


Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday.”


Smith, Daniel and Revelation, p. 650:  “Fathered by heathenism as the wild


solar holiday of all pagan times, Sunday was led to the font by the Pope,


and christened as an institution of the Church.”


1.  It is charged, then, that Sunday observance is an adopted pagan day of




worship.

2.  It is also charged that those who worship on Sunday violate an everlasting




commandment of God:  Exodus 31:16-17.

II.  EVIDENCE AGAINST THE CHARGE

A.  Historical




The earliest Sunday legislation was enacted after




Constantine I (AD 321).  Thus the pagans were forced to conform to the




Christian day not the other way around.  The following citations from the




Early Church Fathers demonstrates what the practice of the church was long




before the Pope.


The Early Church Fathers (Patristics):




Epistle of Barnabas (ca. AD 120)




“Wherefore, also, we keep on the eighth day with joyfulness, the day also,     

                  on which Jesus rose again from the dead.”



Note:

1)  This is long before the Pope.

2)  The eighth day, of course, means the day after the seventh day.  This is a man trying to explain things in Romans terms.

3)  It would also be called, “The first day of the week.”




Cyprian (Bishop of Carthage, AD 253):




“Because the eighth day, that is the first day after the Sabbath, was to be




that on which the Lord should rise again, and should quicken us…the




eighth day, that is, the first day after the Sabbath, and the Lord’s day…




The Didache (ca. AD 80-150)




“But every Lord’s Day do ye gather yourselves together to break bread,




and give thanks….”




Justyn Martyr (AD 140):




“And on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the country




gather together to one place, and the memoirs of the apostles or the




writings of the prophets are read,…then when the reader has ceased,




the president verbally instructs and exhorts…Sunday is the day in which




we have our common assembly…because Jesus Christ, our Savior, on the




same day rose from the dead…”




Bardasanes of Edessa (AD 180):




“For, lo, wherever we be, all of us are called by the name of the Messiah,




Christians, and upon one day, which is the first day of the week, we




assemble ourselves together.”




Tertullian (AD 200):




“We solemnize the day after Saturday….”




Origen  (AD 225):




“But if it be clear from the Holy Scriptures that God rained manna from




heaven on the Lord’s Day, and rained none on the Sabbath Day, let the




Jews understand that from that time our Lord’s Day was set above the




true Sabbath.”




Eusebius (AD 324; speaking of the Judaisers):




“…they observe the Sabbath..but on the other hand they also celebrate




the Lord’s Day very much like us in the commemoration of His




resurrection.”

B.  Scriptural Evidence

1.  Sabbatarians show complete disregard for the primary meaning of the Hebrew




word for “eternal” which is OLAM.

a)  The primary meaning is “an indefinite period of time, long, age lasting.”


Can be translated, “Until whenever.”

b)  The secondary meaning is “eternal.”

c)  Other instances of temporary 
OLAM: Gen. 17:7, 13;  Exodus 12:24;


27:21.

d)  These things would be in place until replaced by the better covenant.

2.  New Testament evidence that the Sabbath laws are no longer binding:


2 Cor. 3:5-18;  Gal. 3:10-13;  4:8-10;  Col. 2:16-17

3.  Finally, if we observed the Sabbath, we would be commemorating the


wrong thing.  Deut. 5:12-15


We celebrate our freedom from the bondage of our sin on the day that


Christ rose from the dead, the first day of the week.

