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INTRODUCTION:


A.
Everyone, especially the ladies, enjoys a good love story


B.
If you do, then you will enjoy the Song of Solomon.


C.
One of the biggest questions surrounding the SOS is _____________________.


1.
Makes no theological statements.



2.
________________________ is not even mentioned.


D.
For this reason….this book had trouble making into the canon.



1.
Objections to the sensual content (1:12-13;  2:5-6).



2.
100 A.D. Rabbi Akiba allegorized the book.




a)
Solomon represented _________.  The young maiden represented





the Jews.  Thus it was an allegory for _________ love for the Jews.




b)
It got in.



3.
Christians did the same.  Solomon represented ____________.......the young




maiden represented the church….thus it was an allegory for ____________



love for the church.


E.
While I appreciate the end result….canonicity….I believe both approaches



to the book to be wrong.


F.
SOS is not an allegory.  Doc Smith in his commentary expresses the sole purpose



of the book…..



"One theme is found throughout….love--pure, sensuous, youthful, passionate,



love.  The immediate purpose of the Song is to bear testimony to, and thereby



applaud, the steadfast loyalty of one maiden to her beloved.  The ultimate



purpose is to put God's seal of approval upon the genuine love between the



sexes………If God created sexuality, why should the church stumble at the



presence in her inspired canon of a song extolling the dignity and beauty



of human love and extraction?"


G.
Two views of sex need to be utterly rejected by the church.



1.
_______________……which makes sex the hub of life….i.e., everything 



centers on sex.



2.
This one is equally perverse…__________________which views sex as 



something to be avoided.


H.
Satan has a way of taking the beautiful things of God and perverting them…..and



sex has been one of his greatest accomplishments in the church.  (The first time


I preached on this subject from the SOS…..the words “filthy” were actually



used to describe my sermon.  Yeah…that’s healthy.)


I.
The fact is, God created ______________ and _______________(an arrangement 


I'm personally in favor of).



1.
God created love.



2.
God created sex.



3.
He said both were _____________________.



4.
The SOS re-emphasizes this fact.

PROPOSITION:  __________________________________________________________
T/S:  
Some biblical ___________________ which underscore the beauty and rightness of pure, 

sensuous, passionate, love.

I.
THE LOVE STORY


There are 3 main characters in the text……_______________________________

_________________________________      ______________________________


A.
First, we see Solomon tried to ___________________ love and failed.



1.
We see she is deeply in love with her beloved…(1:13;  2:16-17; 5:10-16).


2.
How then, does she end up in Solomon's harem? (1:2-8)



3.
How did she get there? (3:6-11)



4.
Solomon……kidnapped her…..put her in with his harem….with the hope




of enticing her to become one of his brides.



5.
However…..he failed. (1:7)


B.
Second, we see Solomon trying to _____________________ love and failing.



1.
He tried to compel love through gifts (1:10-11).



2.
He tried to compel love through flattery (4:1-15).



3.
How many women today are seduced by the guy who impresses




her with money and the things money can buy??  How many




women/men have been seduced by the flattering things the would




be adulterer will throw out?


4.
But it doesn't work.  True love wins out.  At night….she even has




__________________________ about her true love (5:2-8)



5.
The maidens wonder what kind of guy this must be (5:9; 6:1).


6.
Her description of him to the other harem girls arouses her love….




(6:2-3; 2:1-7).


C.
In the end……Solomon realizes that he cannot ___________________ true love.



1.
His advances are ignored.  (In this, I believe God was teaching Solomon,




the man with over 900 wives….the meaning of true love.)



2.
Give credit to Solomon…..who had the courage to write about this failed




love attempt.



3.
He gives her back her freedom (8:10-14).




a)
The discussion of the vineyard probably has something to do with





the dowry that Solomon paid the family.




b)
In essence…..Solomon is being told the girl has her own vineyard…





he can keep his money.




c)
In vss. 13-14….she urges her love to hurry home.


D.
You see……true love cannot be captured, compelled, or conquered.

II.
SOME BIBLICAL TRUTHS ABOUT PURE, SENSOUS, PASSIONATE, LOVE.

Before we discuss these, however, let me talk just a minute about modern Christian attitudes about the topic of sex.

A.  I believe we have a mixture of the ____________________      ____________________


_______________________________.  Most Christians are caught in the middle of 

_____________________…..and ____________________________.

B.  We want to enjoy it……but due to some misinformation about what is “proper and what isn’t”……we find ourselves feeling guilty about it afterwards.

C.  The greatest place this manifest itself is in __________________________.

D.  Some of you are probably sitting there thinking…..”Yeah it’s a reality of life……and yes I enjoy it…..sometimes I feel guilty about it….but do you have to talk about it in church??”
E.  A National Sunday School Survey taken a number of years ago polled 3,000 teenagers asking what kind of help they would like to receive from their church.


Out of 21 potential youth problems……____________   ___________________ ranked 
as the #1 thing the kids wanted their churches to help them with.

F.  The Lutheran church ran a similar survey and found the kids ranked it #1 among 40 listed items.

G.  One young person stated….”The church has been telling us what not to do for generations; now it won’t tell us what to do.”

H.  In my years of counseling, including counseling concerning sexual issues….the #1 thing I am asked from married couples or individually is…”Is such and such sexual practice OK for me and my spouse?”
Let’s tie up some loose ends here by discussing a few more verses outside the SOS that show that sexual love within the marriage relationship is blessed by God by sharing some verses….and then I will close with a few practical suggestions.


A.  Let’s begin in Genesis and let’s understand that what God created was perfect and the way it is supposed to be.  (Genesis 1 & 2)


Take note of these simple facts……

1.  God said of the creation of animals…”it was good”….but after the creation of man

 and woman He said, “It was _________________  good!”

2.  They were naked and were not ashamed.

3.  One man, one woman is the norm.

4.  Sexual union is the method of procreation….but it is more than that. How do we know that?

a)  vs. 24…..man and woman are to become one flesh….to which of the animals did God command that???

b)  The fundamental differences between man and animals show us that God has a higher goal for sex than just reproduction….



1) The human female has a sexual organ that serves no other purpose than 



 







her _______________________.




  
2) Most animals mate only once a year…..when the female is “in 






heat”….while humans have the capacity for a loving, sexual,





relationship ______________________________.


    
3) Humans are the only ones who mate….._______________________ 






which indicates God’s desire for intimacy to take place during the sex 





act.

5.  The question becomes clear……why would God do this…..if sex was something dirty??

B.  Proverbs 5:15, 18-19, 21



Notice these two important facts….1) God is watching (unlike what 



Peter Lombard said)…..2)  Nothing about procreation is mentioned.



Peter Lombard…..16 cent. theologian said….”The Holy Spirit leaves the room




when a husband and wife have sex.”



This passage has nothing but pure ecstasy in mind between husband 



and wife.

C.  I Corinthians 7:2-5



So much for the Victorian view of sex.  In Scripture….the woman 



has the right to claim that she be pleasured by her husband.  And the 



husband is obliged to meet her needs.

D.
A number of years ago a Christian artist by the name of Jeff Moody, in response to 
those who were criticizing Christian rock music, wrote a song entitled, “Why Should the 
Devil Have All the Good Music?”
E.
I could rephrase that to say….”Why should the devil have all the good ___________?”
F.
I agree with the Song of Solomon…..”Sex is a garden….enjoy all the delights it can 
bring.”
G.
One theologian has rightly said that “Sex is heaven on this earth.”  I could not agree 
more.  The joy experienced in a loving, marital, sexual union, is just a hint of the joy we 
will experience in heaven.

H.
In no way should you ever go away from the sex act with your spouse with guilt.

PRACTICAL—EVERYDAY SUGGESTIONS:
Let me suggest a couple of practical things that might help you and your spouse to more enjoy…..your garden……

1.  Develop a closer relationship to Christ…..the closer we are to Him….the more enjoyable all of life is.  Listen….the ultimate ecstasy is not sexual….it is spiritual.
2.  Develop a closer relationship to your spouse…..the closer you are to each other…..the more fulfilling your sex life will be.  THIS TAKES TIME!!!!!
a)  One of the common complaints in a marital counseling session is…..one wants it more and one wants it less.

b)  Most of the time, it’s not a physical problem….it’s an emotional problem.  The partner that wants it less usually feels emotionally detached from their spouse.

c)  So, the key is…..meeting each other’s emotional needs first.  Sex is the natural physical response of two people who are attached emotionally.  AGAIN….THIS TAKES TIME!
3.  Variety is the spice of life and your love life.  Listen to this steamy scene from SOS (7:1-13).
a)  So many times couples won’t try new things….because……they struggle with their guilt feelings about marital sex and so they constantly are worried about “is this right or is this wrong.”
b)  So I’ll give you the checklist for the “rightness” or “wrongness” of a particular sexual act……..




1.





2.


c)  If you get the right answer to the above questions….then do as the Song says…..”Take 


a walk in the garden and enjoy the ___________________.”
4.
For further helpful articles…..advice….from a Christian perspective go to…..











www.themarriagebed.com
5.
The biggest advice I give to couples is…..don’t take sex so seriously!!!  Have fun!!  Learn to 

play!!  Enjoy!!   For fun and spice.........(all are Christian based sites)……







www.book22.com







www.covenantspice.com







www.hookinupholy.com







www.thepurebed.com              (More sites are listed on www.themarriagebed.com)

CONCLUSION:  Therefore we see pure, sensuous, passionate love is blessed of God.

The bedroom of a man and wife should be their Garden of Eden……a place to escape the harsh realities of life and enjoy the many fruits of the garden.

I know some are uncomfortable with this subject…..and I have even been/probably will be criticized for speaking on the subject.  But my friends…that is a hypocritical attitude.  Why??  Because I do not seen the same disgust shared when sex education is taught in public school and it is always done devoid of morality.  And let's not even begin to talk about the misinformation our kids are getting off the computer, the TV, and from their peers.

No setting could be more appropriate for biblical teaching on the subject….than in the church.

Now you know….why the Song of Solomon is in the Bible!
