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"THE MURDERER WITHIN US"
Exodus 20:13

Romans 3:9-18 details for us the depths of a persons wickedness outside of Jesus Christ. In the latter part of this passage it says, “Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they do not know.”

On the basis of this verse and the Bible’s portrait of the human heart I have entitled this sermon “The Murderer Within Us” because the potential to murder lies within every person born.
John Bradford (1510 - 1555) was an English Reformer and martyr best remembered for his utterance, "'There but for the grace of God, goes John Bradford." The words were uttered by Bradford while imprisoned in the Tower of London, when he saw a criminal going to execution for his crimes.


Standing against all of this though is God’s command: the 6th command which says “Thou shalt not murder.”


It sounds so simple doesn’t it and on one level you are saying, such a command is easy for me to keep. However, I beg you to reconsider: for we live in a culture that trivializes the death of other people. We live in a culture that glorifies violence. We ourselves have been desensitized by our repeated exposure to television violence; to such a degree that we regard television shows that feature murder as entertainment.  The best selling video games are the ones that feature violence.

Our primary text today is Exodus 20:13 which in the NASB says “You shall not murder”

What we are going to do in the time that we have today is this: 

1. Answer why God gave this command
2. Consider what exactly is prohibited by this command
3. Consider what is not covered by this command
4. Consider the N.T perspectives on this command



I.
WHY GOD GAVE THIS COMMAND

Because we are made in the image of God.

In Genesis 1:27 it says “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them”

Our being created in the image of God is a big deal for it means that every single person is in some way like God.—For example it is shown when we create, work, rest, exercise authority over something, also: every person to varying degrees reflects something of God’s character. And: as ones created in God’s image we are to reflect God’s glory to others.

Our incredible value and the sanctity of human life finds its base in our being created in the image of God.

Being created in the image of God is what distinguishes us from the animals

Being created in the image of God means that we are deserving of special treatment from each other –respect, dignity

Because we are created in the image of God it means that we, and our service belong to God

In Genesis 9:4-6 the death penalty for the murder or negligible death of another person is instituted: The reason for such a steep punishment is because of our incredible value, a value that we have because we are made in the image of God.


II.  WHAT EXACTLY IS PROHIBITED BY THIS COMMAND


a. Murder: being a premeditated act
b. Manslaughter: i.e killing of another on the spur of the moment
c. Death resulting by acts of negligence

Exodus 21:28-31

 In Deuteronomy 22:8 it says “When you build a new house, make a parapet around your roof so that you may not bring the guilt of bloodshed on your house if someone falls from the roof”


d. Suicide

When a person commits suicide such an act is self murder. Roman Catholics believe that all persons who commit suicide will go straight to Hell.

I'm not convinced that is true.  The logic is…..you don't have time to repent.

Well….let me ask you this…..if you run a stop sign and are killed in the ensuing crash…..do you got to hell since you did not have time to repent??

I think we need to be careful about making broad generalizations about such things.

What I do know is that logic says that suicide is a sin.

A = Killing of humans is murder

B = You are human

Therefore…..killing yourself is murder

So….just don't even contemplate it.

e. Euthanasia: most often being called doctor assisted suicide

In our day there is a growing sentiment that we have the right to determine when we die, based upon our calculation of what our --- and here’s the key buzz words “quality of life” is like.

A few years back in Holland a girl who was only in her late 20’s had herself euthanized because she determined that her “quality of life” was not what she wanted it to be.

In the United States, a number of states have passed laws allowing Dr. assisted suicide which is an extreme violation of the Hippocratic Oath doctors take to preserve life.

f. Abortion

Abortion is murder and its not a new invention either. Infants and the unborn have been murdered for 1000’s of years.

The Bible makes it clear that life begins at conception. God regarded us as a person while we were yet in the womb.


III. WHAT IS NOT COVERED IN THIS COMMAND

a. The killing of animals, insects, etc.

An unfortunate and wrong result of some folks reading of the KJV is that all killing is prohibited by God. The Hebrew word refers to the items that we were just talking about and not to animals or insects.   The proper translation is…."Thou shalt not murder."
b. The avenging actions of a kinsmen redeemer under the Old Covenant

Under the O.T law –which specified an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a life for a life, the nearest relative of a murdered man was allowed to avenge his relatives murder—if indeed his relative had been murdered by a pre meditated act. (see Numbers 35)

However, this is no longer allowed.

In Matthew 5:38 Jesus says “You have heard that it was said, “Eye for eye, and for tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.”

c. The states action of carrying out the death penalty 

God is not in the business of contradicting himself and so its obvious that when he said “Thou shalt not murder” and when he said “put to death so and so for doing X—which is said regarding a number of different crimes” that execution and murder are 2 different things.

d. War

Again, God is not in the business of contradicting himself and so when He said “Thou shalt not murder” and when He said “go and fight against so and so and wipe them out” it is clear that there is a moral, intellectual, and real difference between the 2 actions taken –war and murder are 2 different things.
IV. JESUS AND THE NEW TESTAMENT'S PERSPECTIVE ON THECOMMAND TO NOT MURDER

As I mentioned at the beginning of today’s message, I’ve entitled today’s sermon “The murderer within us”.


Not only is there the physical potential for each one of us to become murderers but we must also realize that the command of God not to murder concerns more than just our physical actions; our attitudes are also taken into account by this command.

In Matthew 5:21-22 Jesus says “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool! Will be in danger of the fire of hell.”
Consider also I John 3:11-15 which says “This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous. Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.”

What’s clear is this: the command of God to not murder is not done away with in the N.T, no, it is strengthened to include more than just the physical, but ones very attitude towards others.

To be lacking in love for one another is a grievous thing. All the more grievous is to harbor ill will in our hearts towards others and especially towards our brothers and sisters in Christ.

We need to work hard at being more loving, not just to the loveable but to the unlovable. The ultimate example has been set for. Jesus died for us while we yet sinners. This is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent his son to die as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

CONCLUSION

At the beginning of today’s message you may have been quick to declare yourself innocent of this command; the command to not murder. One may not have murdered another physically, BUT….have you murdered someone in your heart…..by your hatred of them….by your gossip of them?


