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INTRODUCTION:


A.
You've seen the bumper stickers……



"The earth doesn't belong to us.  We belong to the earth."



"Stop the senseless killing of lab rats."


B.
You've seen their antics…..



Parading nude in fur……or throwing red paint on people wearing fur……



protesting various hunts.


C.
You may have even read some of their writings such as John Kullberg in his book,



The Animal Rights Handbook:



"We have to examine our assumptions about how we treat animals in our daily



lives.  Can we love a cat or dog but eat other animals for dinner?  Is an exotic wild



animal deserving of more protection than a cow?  Or for that matter, a mouse?



What are we teaching our children about our relation to animals when we take



them to zoos or to the circus?"


D.
Unfortunately…..as usual…..too much of this misguided kind of thinking creeps



into the church.  (Did you hear about the latest….."W.W.J.D" Movement…i.e.,



"What Would Jesus Drive"….a Christian anti-SUV movement?)



And as usual…..it is because people do not have a biblical understanding of man's 


relationship to God's creation.

Tonight I propose to show that the whole animal rights movement is based on pure godless thinking……and that when one has a proper understanding of the creation mandate in Genesis one and two…….the whole animal rights issue becomes irrelevant.

I'm going to do this by sharing a number of facts with you.

I.
HOW DID WE GET TO THIS POINT?


A.
I mean admit it…….how many of you heard about "animal rights" growing up??


B.
How did we get to the point, today, where people care more about killing baby



seals and baby whales……than they do about killing baby humans in the womb?

C.
A Number of Reasons:



1.
The Devaluation of Human Life (thus elevating animal life)




a)
Through the teaching of evolution--if we are all just evolved from





some primitive goo billions and billions of years ago….then it is a





logical assumption that we have no more rights than animals do.  Just





because we are "evolved" gives us no claim on superior rights.  As





the animal rights people like to put it…."A man is a dog, is a mouse…





etc..etc."




b)
Through abortion--when humans are considered expendable then our





life is worth no more than a lead nickel.  By the way….abortion is





also the logical result of the teaching of evolution….for once our





uniqueness as creations of God is taken away…..and we are merely





reduced to "time….plus matter….plus chance"…..there is no reason to





not regard human beings as expendable.



2.
The Acceptance of Eastern Mystical Thinking (via the New Age Movement)




into Western Culture




a)
Note:  Who are the biggest spokespeople for the animal rights





movement?  That's right…..the Hollywood elitist.





This is the same crowd that is head over heals into the New Age





Movement.




b)
Basic tenets of the New Age Movement (which is Hinduistic)





All Is One--All things are interrelated, and interdependent.




All is god (pantheism)--All things, plants, animals….everything is






said to partake of the divine essence.






(Remember John Denver?)





Cosmic Evolutionary Optimism--once we realize our oneness with






nature….and that we are gods…..the world will be saved!!



3.
The Destruction of the Judeo-Christian Ethic




You might be surprised to learn that the #1 enemy of animal rights groups




like P.E.T.A. (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals)…..is the Judeo/




Christian Ethic.  Why??




Dr. Jack Cottrell, Tough Questions--Biblical Answers Part One, pp. 117-




118:




.....in an article entitled "The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis"




(Science; March 10, 1967, pp. 1203-1207)…..(Lynn White, Jr.)…..agrees




that the basic cause of the crisis is a specific set of ideas and values,




and he says those ideas are found in the Bible.  Biblical teaching,




especially the Judeo-Christian doctrine of creation, has caused the




ecological crisis!  How could this be?  Well, says White, before Christianity




permeated Western thinking, "pagans" everywhere looked upon nature




as more or less sacred and filled with spirits (animism).  The supposed




spirits protected nature from man.  But biblical religion changed that.




According to Genesis…..man was made to rule over nature.  This set the




stage for man's exploitation of his environment.  Thus Christianity bears




a huge burden of guilt and the crisis will only get worse until we reject




this orthodox Christian arrogance toward nature.



4.
It appears we have a full blown modern fulfillment of Romans 1:18-25….




i.e., "worshipping the creature rather than the Creator."

II.
WHAT IS THE AGENDA OF THE ANIMAL RIGHTS MOVEMENT?


A.
World peace?? (Their view of it.)  (By the way….now you know who is behind



much of the "anti-war" sentiment.)


B.
A Vegetarian Society



But will it stop there??  There are those who say that plants feel pain.  They



have rights too!!



Note:  The real issue here is freedom.  Do we want the govt…..influenced heavily




by these people…..deciding what we should and should not eat??


C.
How serious are these folks?  In 1992 the Journal of the A.M.A. reviewed a book



called A Declaration of War:  Killing People To Save Animals and the



Environment.  The book advocates mailing bomb threats and bombs to 



universities,  killing hunters and trappers, and other acts of terrorism.  The author



advises his readers to "buy a rifle and a hunting license and go into the woods



during hunting season to bag a pot-bellied beer sucker."

III.
THE BIBLICAL RESPONSE TO ANIMAL RIGHTS


A.
Genesis 1:27-28



Genesis 2:19-20


Genesis 3:21



Genesis 9:1-3



All the Animal Sacrifices Described in the book of Leviticus.



Luke 22:7ff



John 21:1ff



Mark 7:18-20



Acts 10:9ff


B.
How Can Christians be Good Stewards of the Environment?



1.
Acknowledge God as Creator leading to respect (not reverence) for His




Creation.



2.
Recognized our stewardship of all God has given us….including the




resources of the earth.




a)
There is no equality between man and nature, man and animals, man





and the earth.  All of these were created to serve man.




b)
Man ruling over the earth is a part of being created in the image





of God…i.e., He rules….therefore we rule.




c)
When we recognize ourselves as stewards….i.e., taking care of what





belongs to God…..it should be our desire to practice stewardship





that brings glory to God.



3.
Recognize that it is wrong to…..




a)
……wantonly pollute or vandalize God's property.




b)
……be unusually cruel to animals.




c)
……squander our natural resources.



4.
When a conflict between the interests of animal and man occur, animals




must give way to the Crown of Creation, i.e., man.  (Most animals have




the ability to adapt).



5.
Extinction of a species is more of an emotional problem….than a crisis.



The fossil record suggest that over one hundred million species have




become extinct.  The earth goes on.



6.
Learn the facts (so as not to be swayed by the emotional arguments).




Here are some interesting ones:




Whitetailed Deer:
In 1900, there were less than a half a million nationwide.







There are now 18 billion!




Canadian Geese:
In the late 1940's the numbers were 1,200,000.







There now 3,760,000!




Elk:


In 1907 there were only 41,000.







There are now 800,000!




Wild Turkey:
In the early 1900's, numbers were placed around 
100,000.






There are now 5 million!




Pronghorn Antelope:
Fifty years ago they numbered 12,000.








There are now 800,000!




The reason???
Hunters!!  Through the sale of license and the purchasing







of sporting goods equipment, hunters contribute







$1.5 billion dollars to wildlife conservation.







Compare that to any animal rights group!

CONCLUSION:

It becomes very obvious, then, that in light of the biblical teaching of man's rule and stewardship over creation…..that the animal rights movement is based on pure godless thinking…..and Christians should oppose it at every opportunity.
