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"ABORTION & EUTHANASIA:  ARE THEY WELCOME FRIENDS?"
A Message Delivered by Dr. Danny R. Gabbard, Sr.

January 18, 2004

Kent Christian Church

Kent, Indiana


"Mark and Julie Welterman sat nervously in State Sanitorium #342 waiting room.  A pretty, blond receptionist went about her work, oblivious of their anxieties.  The sun's rays pierced the multi-colored skylights and gave an air of majestic awe to the spacious 21st century office.


Mark's hands were cold and clammy as he clutched Julie's tiny hands in his.  
Beads of perspiration were clearly visible on his slightly wrinkled forehead.  And his coarse, wavy hair had lost most of its brilliance.  He peered intently at Julie, whose eyes were glued to the glistening marble floor.  She's still as beautiful as she was when we courted, 30 years ago, Mark thought.  She still has that olive soft skin, the long shimmering black hair, those big brown eyes and little turned up nose and those soft red lips that never uttered an unkind word.  How could I have been so lucky, he thought, and now to be put through this.  It just isn't right.  His thoughts were broken by a husky voice from a young man in white, "Mrs. Welterman."


"Ye-yes?" Julie's voice trembled. "We have completed our findings concerning your mother."  Julie tried to speak but nothing came out;  only her lips moved.  Finally Mark asked, "What was the decision?"


"She is ready to be eliminated," came the cold, matter of fact answer.  Julie went limp and sobbed bitterly in Mark's arms.  "But there must be some mistake," Mark pleaded.  "There's nothing wrong with Julie's mother.  She's more spry than a lot of the others and not nearly as old as most."


"You know the decision of the board is final.  They report that Mrs. Welterman is becoming senile.  She forgets things.  She can no longer converse intelligently, and her productive output has dropped to the point that it is no longer economically feasible to maintain her."

"It still isn't right.  She has been a good subject and the State knows this.  I think she deserves some consideration."  "Are you questioning the State's authority?"  "Oh, no sir.  I just hoped that it wouldn't be so soon.  As you can see, my wife isn't prepared."  "Do you wish to submit your request to the board?  "We would like to."  "All right.  Step this way."


Mark helped Julie to her feet and they proceeded through a pale blue and orange, diamond shaped door that slid open electronically.  Three men dressed in white sat behind a long elevated desk.  The middle man seemed to be in charge.  He rose.  "Come in. Come in and be seated."  He waved to two chairs in front of, but about five feet below the elevation of the board member's desk.  "You have a question?"  Mark leaned forward in his chair.  "I have a request sir."  "And what is the request?"


"Well, as you can see, my wife's extremely overwrought.  We had no idea that her mother's termination would be so soon."  "Simpson, didn't you explain the situation to Mr. and Mrs. Welterman?"  "I did sir, but they wanted to pursue it further."  "Am I to understand that you want us to make an exception in your case and order a postponement?"  "Yes sir."


"Do you realize that if the board makes an exception in your case then others would have requests, and this would lead to still more?  Eventually we would lose control, with no respect for authority.  We would end up with mass confusion.  You do understand?"  "Yes sir."  "You are aware of course, that there is no pain connected to it."  "No pain at all?"  "None whatsoever."  The man in charge stood again, signaling an end to the meeting.  "If you wish to observe, Simpson will take you to the termination chamber."


Mark's legs barely held his weight as he and Julie tried to rise.  His head was spinning and he moved trancelike behind the attendant. They entered a narrow room that seemed to be miles long.  He shivered uncontrollably from the uncanny chill inside.  A glass partition separated one side from the other side.  The wall on their side was lined with chairs where somber couples sat stoney-faced.  The other side was equipped with special tables.  Attendants brought old people in and secured them to the tables.  A man in white took a hypodermic needle from the nurse's tray.  He extracted fluid from a corked container and injected an old lady.  A timer over the table ticked off five seconds, the attendant pulled a sheet over her head and her body was wheeled out of the room.

Two attendants brought in Julie's mother.  Her face was a picture of terror as she saw Julie and Mark.  Mark could make out the words.  "Help me, help me," coming from her trembling lips.  As Mark watched the fluid being drawn from its container his eyes blurred and his head started spinning.  He slumped unconsciously to the floor.  Julie dropped to the floor and shook him vigorously.  Her voice was like a whisper in the distance.  "Mark, Mark, wake up.  What wrong Mark?"


He tried to move his arms, his legs, his fingers, but couldn't.  He seemed completely paralyzed.  Julie's words became clearer.  He felt himself being shaken.  He opened his eyes.


"Mark, honey, wake up.  What's wrong?"  "Oh darling, I had the most horrible dream."  He held her very close.  "I gathered as much from the way you were moaning."  "Where's your mother?" he asked, pushing her away.


"She's out in the kitchen.  We were talking.  She was saying how terrible it is that abortion is now legal.  You read about the Supreme Court ruling, didn't you?"  "Yes.  I was reading about it just before I dozed off."


As Julie disappeared into the kitchen she asked….."I wonder what it will all lead to?"

Fictional story by Arnold R. Smith, quoted from Handbook on Abortion by Dr. J.C. Willke


"Where will it all lead to?" is the question many people asked after the Supreme Court passed its ruling legalizing abortion on January 22, 1973 stating that a woman had a constitutional right to have their unborn children killed.


A lot of folks, including far too many in the church, did not think it would lead to much of anything.  There were, however, some great thinkers of that day who knew what this decision meant when carried to its logical conclusion.  One of those great thinkers was the Christian philosopher Francis Schaeffer who wrote a book entitled, Whatever Happened to the Human Race?  He made some chilling observations.  Speaking on the topic of "euthanasia" (which by the way means "good death") he made this prediction in 1979:

"The next step (after the acceptance of abortion) is to destroy human individuals


or groups of individuals because they are unwanted, imperfect, or socially


embarrassing.  Senility, infirmity, retardation, insanity, and incontinence are


conditions that come to mind.  Obviously, when one comes to that practice, he


has gone far beyond even so-called mercy killing.  He has entered the same realm


as that of Nazi behavior during WWII.  This is essentially what abortionists are


doing with unborn babies--because many of these abortions (in fact, we know now

that practically all abortions) have no medical concern for whether the unborn


babies live.  To have these babies is merely inconvenient, uneconomical, or


perhaps embarrassing.  Carrying this practice to its logical conclusion, we come


to death selection and genocide (or euthanasia)."

Now, of course, when he said this back in 1979, and even many people today would say, "Come on Francis!  Aren't you stretching things a little to suggest that because we allow abortion for any reason that one day we'll allow the killing of old people for any reason?"


Is he?  You be the judge.  Professor O. Ruth Russell in an article entitled "The Right To Choose Death" published in the February 14, 1972 New York Times stated:  "Surely it is time to ask why thousands of dying, incurable and senile persons are being kept alive….."  Dr. Malcom Todd, president elect of the A.M.A. in 1973, suggested that decisions for mercy killings should not be left up to the doctor…."but by boards made up of diverse kinds of people."  Joseph Fletcher, the famous "Situation Ethicist" stated in the American Journal of Nursing in 1973:  "It is ridiculous to give ethical approval to the positive ending of sub-human life in utero as we do in therapeutic abortions for reasons of mercy and compassion but refuse to approve of ending a sub-human life extremis (i.e., in old age)."


We do not need to go very far back in history to see the swing.  How many remember Jack Kevorkian…."the suicide doctor?"  When the news of what he did first came out it was front page news.  A few years later it might get a small spot in the back of the newspaper.  When's the last time you heard anything about him?  The only time I hear anything is when his name is brought up as a hero of the euthanasia movement.


Oregon state now has a "Right to Die" lie.  You and your doctor may choose to terminate your life by lethal injection.  More and more states are attempting to get such laws passed.


So where are we today?  Abortion has become as common as the removal of a hangnail.  Fourteen states have attempted adopting some type of "Right to Die" laws.  Survey after survey reveals more and more Americans are in favor of them (and it should not surprise us that it's mostly the younger generation).  One of the biggest discussions in our Capital is the fact that Social Security keeps increasing while those who are paying for it (the workers) is decreasing.  I listened to a recent talk show out of Louisville on the subject where the host and the caller came up with the idea to develop a profession out of putting people to death so doctors would not have to do it.  Oh my friends, the stage is certainly set for "mercy killings" as they call them.  And what is so fascinating is the exact same arguments used to defend abortion in 1973 are being used to argue today that killing ourselves is a constitutional right.


Listen to them:

Abortion
=
if a child is going to be born defective or handicapped, kill it.

Euthanasia
=
the individual has suffered long enough.  Let's be compassionate and




kill them.

Abortion
=
this child will be a financial strain

Euthanasia
=
they don't want to be a financial burden to their children.  Let's assist




their death so they can die with dignity.

Abortion
=
it's a woman's constitutional right to choose to end their pregnancy.

Euthanasia
=
here is the official position of the ACLU quoted from Euthanasia 



News, Vol. 3, No. 1, Feb. 1977:  "The ACLU recognizes euthanasia




as a legitimate extension of the right of control over one's body."


"Well Danny, isn't that kind of true.  Don't we have the right to kill ourselves if we want to?"  The answer is ABSOLUTELY!!  It's called "Suicide" and we don't need a law to legalize it!

Here is the danger.  Who decides?  Hitler showed us the inherent dangers of trivializing life to the point where certain individuals (i.e., the state) determines the criteria for who lives and who dies.  Both abortion and euthanasia are based on the premise that death is preferable to life.  More and more today we are told that death is our friend;  death is nothing to fear;  we need to get comfortable with death;  public schools in a number of places have introduced "Death Education" where kids get in coffins and write their own obituary.


Folks, I want to prove this one proposition this morning.  Death is not our friend!  I want us to see what the Bible says about death and have a biblical view of it as opposed to a worldly view.


First of all, the Bible makes it clear that death is not our friend.  It is our enemy.  The teaching of evolution has contributed to the modern attitude about death.  To the world it's just a normal part of the evolutionary process, i.e., you life, you die, you are "dust in the wind."  Modern society also portrays death as man's friend.  This view comes from an alarmingly growing consensus of people who believe suffering is intolerable and death is an acceptable means of escape (i.e., death will help us;  death is our friend).  The pendulum has swung from the existentialist secular humanism of the 70's and 80's that said there is no God and, therefore, no hope, to the new view that death is our welcome friend.  As one author stated, "Secular man killed a God in whom he could not believe but whose absence he could not bear."

This view of death is becoming even more popular today as the tenets of Hinduism wrapped in the western garb of the New Age Movement spreads like cancer.  For thousands of years, Hinduism has taught that death is natural even desirable, a logical step in reincarnation.  The soul changes bodies just like a person changes cars.  Go to your local bookstore, find the "New Age" section and notice the fascination with death, its fascination with previous lives, and the popularization of "Near Death Experiences" all to make us more comfortable with death.

The biblical truth, however, is that death is not a welcome friend but an enemy that Jesus Christ came to destroy.  Just two Scriptures of the myriads I could quote:


"I came that they might have life and have it more abundantly."  John 10:10


"The last enemy to be abolished is death."  I Corinthians 15:26


So you see, biblically speaking, there is no such thing as "euthanasia."  Euthanasia is a misnomer.  There is no such thing as a "good death."


The Bible also teaches that death has been defeated by Jesus Christ.  Listen to the words of Revelation 1:17-18:  "…..Do not be afraid;  I am the first and last, and the living One;  and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and Hades."  So you see, even though death is the enemy, it is a defeated enemy.  Though the Christian must die, he or she does not dread death because the sting of death (i.e., eternal punishment) is gone.


However, the person who does not know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior should fear death.  The Bible states:  "It is appointed unto man once to die and then the judgment."  (Hebrews 9:27)  This is the danger of becoming comfortable with death.  If people are comfortable with death they will no longer fear the consequences of slipping into eternity without Christ.  It is little wonder this is one of Satan's biggest deceptions in our day.

The Bible also teaches, concerning death, that murder is sinful.  The sixth commandment literally reads, "Thou shalt not murder."  That means someone else, or yourself.  No where does Scripture allow us to take the innocent life of a person in the womb or in the retirement home.


I want to discuss now what the Bible says about suffering.  The number one thing that pushed and continues to push the abortion movement is suffering.  We are told rather than to allow a handicapped child to suffer we should kill it.  We are told rather than to allow a child to be born into poverty and suffer we should kill it.  We are told that to save the mother from suffering humiliation, or poverty, or mental anguish, we should allow her to kill her unborn child.

Right along with this, the number one thing pushing the "Right to Die" movement is the issue of suffering.  We are asked, "Rather than suffering from the pain of diseases such as cancer, M/S, or arthritis, wouldn't it be more compassionate to allow people the choice to die?"  "Rather than causing suffering to the families and society would it not be better….would it not be more fiscally sound……to allow them to chose to die?"


As Christians, before answering those questions we must consider what the Bible says about the issue of suffering to both the individual and to the family and/or society.


First, we must recognize that Jesus understands and sympathizes with our sufferings.  Listen to the words of Hebrews 2:17-18:  "Therefore, He (Jesus) had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  For since He Himself was tempted in what which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted."


Second, there appears to be a principle in Scripture that the Kingdom of God is often realized through suffering, that God's power can be perfected in our weakness.  Our weakness is often an occasion for God to demonstrate His power and grace.  The apostle Paul related to this fact quite well.  He stated in 2 Corinthians 12:9-10:  "And He (Christ) has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness."  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore, I am content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake;  for when I am weak, then I am strong."


Third, the Bible gives clear teachings on the care of the elderly, the widowed, and the orphans…..none of which includes euthanasia.  Compassion is associated with care….not death.


The overriding point here is that nowhere does the Bible state death is an option for the relieving of suffering either to the individuals or the ones who care for the suffering.  Job said it best.  As his wife watched Job suffer terrible, and horrible physical suffering, she said, "Why don't you curse God and die?"  In Job the second chapter he responded with the message we need to hear today when we suffer, "Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?"


Let me answer a couple quick questions that people have over this topic.  Some people will ask, "What happens when amniocentesis reveals that the child will be born handicapped or with serious defects?  Would it not be better to abort the child and save all that suffering to himself and his family?"  Folks, the false assumption here is that disability and happiness do not go together.  The assumption is disabled people cannot live happy lives.  The fact is, some of the most unhappy children in the world have all their physical and mental capabilities.  And yet, some of the happiest people in the world have borne burdens which most of us would find difficult to endure.  Here's the key and pivotal question folks…."Who knows what constitutes happiness for another person?"  Along with this we cannot dismiss the rewards and satisfaction that come from working with such children.  In other words, who are we to play God and decide happiness for another person?


Here's is a very good question…..What actions should be taken to preserve life?  What if I just want to die a normal death (when I say "normal" here, I mean in the context of a fallen world)….with no extra-ordinary procedures to save my life?  Folks, we don't need any further laws to accomplish this.  No doctor has ever been indicted for allowing a patient to die when it was their time.  When doctors cannot heal the only thing they are required by the "Hippocratic Oath" to do is to make sure the patient is as comfortable as possible.  Food and water should never be withheld.  The general rule is that when all hope is gone, no extraordinary means need to be used to prolong life.  I believe we should make these decisions ahead of time, while we are able to so as not to burden our families with those decisions.  But let's be perfectly clear, a biblical position requires that we err on the side of life.


So we have seen, that death, either through abortion or so called "Mercy Killings"…..is not a welcome friend.


What should we do as Christians to demonstrate our pro-life position?  First, do the thing that we are allowed by law to do……share our faith.  Remember, this is a spiritual war the Bible says.  It is a war of principalities, thoughts, ideas, and powers.  Anyone is has truly been won to Christ can have no other position than a pro-life position.  There is no such thing as a "Christian Pro-Choice" position.


Second, as an American citizen we have the opportunity to do what men and women have died for our country to allow us to do….namely…..vote.  I challenge you to exercise your constitutional right to vote….and when you do…..vote pro-life.  I encourage you to write letters, send e-mails, make phone calls, and when the opportunity affords itself to demonstrate peacefully.  I believe we have them on the ropes.  Take note of our recent victory in getting the partial birth abortion ban.  That only happened because Christian people put pro-life people in office.  And listen to this good news from the December 2003 issue of "Christianity Today":  In Red Wing, Minnesota--a town that Al Gore carried in 2000--the majority of high school students consider themselves "pro-life."  As one sophomore put it, "I think it better to overturn Roe v. Wade."  Wow!!  According to "The New York Times," kids are not inheriting these attitudes from their pro-choice (and horrified) parents.  But they are reflecting national trends.  Among the young, support for legalized abortion dropped from 48 percent in 1993 to 39 percent today.  Clearly, this generation, witnessing the dreadful legacy of abortion, is not buying pro choice claims.  Like I said, we got them on the ropes.  Far too many Christians do not participate in the political process and then they wonder why the world is going to hell in a hand basket.  Rest assured, God will hold us accountable for our laziness.


Third, support organizations that help women in crisis pregnancies.


Lastly, support organizations that care for the elderly.  A satisfying trend I'm seeing in our brotherhood is the building of more and more senior homes.


I challenge our mission's ministry to look further into both of these avenues of care…..i.e., the crisis pregnancies and the care of the elderly….for the book of  James makes it abundantly clear in James 1:27 that "pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, is to visit orphans and widows in their distress."

In his book, Whatever Happened to the Human Race, Francis Schaeffer rightly pointed out that all this began with a church who turned its back on the truth of the Bible.  The Bible and the Bible only teaches the inherit dignity and worth of man.  We are special, and we are unique, because not only did God create us, but He breathed into us the breath of life and He desires us to worship and praise Him.  This sets us apart from all of earthly creation.  But when the church dismissed the Bible, they lost their authority.  The world no longer heard this message of the uniqueness of man.  This, put together with the teaching of evolution, reduced man to a "mere" creature…..no different than the animals.  Therefore, according to Schaeffer, "mankind is just an abnormal wart on the smooth face of a silent and meaningless universe."  In this setting, anyone can be obliterated for what is perceived as the common good.


I conclude with Schaeffer's comments on the church's role to stem this tide:

"The existence of the universe and its form and the uniqueness of man testify to the truth of Scripture, and historical study likewise testifies to the truth of Scripture.  The Bible gives us a solid and certain basis on which we can begin to act toward stemming the tide of humanity.  The solution to the inhuman drift, however, begins with us as individuals.  It begins with you, with me--with each of us."


My challenge to you today, is to stand against the tide that continues to erase the inherent worth of man…..stand for the truth of God's word…..and stand with God.  In other words….I challenge you to be what God is…….and God is….."Pro-Life."  
