FOUNDATIONS: Fundamentals of the Faith II  Lesson 7
THE DOCTINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – HIS WORK

Section 1: THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE INFANCY 
OF THE CHURCH
The world religiously: The Pre-Christian world was filled with competing religions -all were dominated by one element- man's struggle to reach the _______ who were inaccessible. No religion except Judaism spoke with any certainty about divine revelation or taught concepts of sin or salvation from sin and death. Ethics were very superficial. Even Judaism was obscured by traditions or neglect. 
World was filled practical ____________________: 
· Divine sovereignty became fatalism.
· Grace became indulgence. 
· Worship became ritual. 
· Prayer became foolish and senseless begging. 
· Thoughts of God were clouded by legends & falsehood. 
A maze of uncertainties resulted. Individual attitudes ranged from cool skepticism to hysterical devotion. 
In summary--The world was highly superstitious and materialistic. There was no personal concept of sin as something that was offensive to God. The Roman and Greek concept of the gods was something to serve the political purposes of Rome or to widen the philosophical sphere of Greece. A God who became personally involved in the lives and affairs of everyday human life was unheard of, particularly with the qualities of divine love for man and personal holiness of Himself. For many, if there were gods or a God, he could not change anything for the fate was sealed for all men, both on earth and beyond. (if in fact there was a beyond.) Overall attitude toward a system was faith was pessimistic, but convenient to the condoning of man's __________ that became an open expression of worship to the gods and goddesses. 
THE NEED FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT IN SUPERNATURAL WAYS : 
Had the apostles just returned from Mt. Of Olives and started spreading news of a Jew, Jesus of Nazareth, miraculous birth, strong ethics, a sacrificial death and resurrection, now in the heavens, to be honored with obedience, baptism, memorial feast etc., the movement of early Christianity would have been just another mystery _________, this time from the Jews. 
1. Need for ________________ for the apostles. Why believe these few ordinary uneducated men? 2nd  Cor.12:12 
2. Need for the uniqueness of the gospel to be _______________. A loving personal God, intervenes in the affairs of men. John 5:36; John 11:41-2; John 20:30-31; The signs and miracles all were aimed at one end--believe the gospel. 
3. _________________ and illumination- The gospel in the infancy of the church was only word of mouth. No Scriptures existed except Old Testament Jewish Word… originally there were no written sayings. 
"The only churches without the New Testament are the ones in the New Testament." Don DeWelt. See Matthew 10:19, John 14:26; John 16:13 to see this promised work. 
I Corinthians 2:7-13: (Note the three-fold work of the Holy Spirit on the apostles for the benefit of the infant church. 
a. Revelation- v.10-11  (See Eph. 3:4-5) 
b. Illumination- v.12 Spirit not only revealed the truth, but enlightened their minds so they could understand it. Real persuasiveness stems from an inner conviction based on reason and faith. God's purposes now were clearly understood as the apostles yielded to the Spirit. 
c. Inspiration- v. 13 This is the aim of the work of revelation and illumination--so the word could be preached. This inspiration resulted in both the preaching and the writing of the apostles. 
4. Provide the necessary guidance and abilities for ministry in the many infant congregations. Not difficult to see how spreading kingdom and multiple congregations would soon outnumber the apostles and the amount of personal ministry and attention they could give. (This will be studied in detail later in this lesson)


I. BAPTISM WITH (IN) THE HOLY SPIRIT BY JESUS 
A. ONLY SIX REFERENCES IN NEW TESTAMENT CONCERNING ______________ WITH HOLY SPIRIT  
Matthew 3:11 
Mark 1:8; 
Luke 3:16; 
John 1:33 (All promise of John) 
Acts 1:5- Promise of Jesus 
Acts 11:16- Reflection of the events of Cornelius and the rightness of his receiving the gospel by Peter. 
B. NATURE OF REFERENCES CONCERNING BAPTISM WITH HOLY SPIRIT 
Each reference has as its nature that of a promised work of Christ, not a command for humans to obey. 
There is no _____________ command for anyone to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. It is always by nature a promised work of Jesus. 
C. PURPOSE OF THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
1. The promise made by John and later Jesus was performed to our knowledge ONLY ___________. Day of Pentecost was the first and second was the house of Cornelius. 
2. Day Of Pentecost 
a. Was performed on the apostles' only. Acts 1:5 1:26 2:1-4, 7 
b. Was to empower them for their special work. Acts 1:8
c. The _________________ were baptized in the Holy Spirit, not the thousands (all unsaved at 9:00 in the morning) who were in attendance. ALL heard and saw… some were converted, but ONLY THE APOSTLES were baptized in the Holy Spirit. The converts were baptized in water (Ac.2:38)  
3. Household of Cornelius 
a. The promise of Christ repeated on Cornelius because of the _______________ of the apostles to evangelize all men. 7-8 years have passed now since Pentecost and yet the Jews are the only recipients of the gospel. 
b. So Jesus used this special outpouring of His Spirit again to demonstrate to Peter and the other apostles that _________________ ~ were to be admitted to the kingdom just as the Jews.
c. ONLY GIFT present—tongues… a “sign for unbelievers” (1st Co.14:22) 
Note particularly Acts 10: 1-48; Acts 11:1-3, 14-18. 
D. ADMINISTRATION AND SUBJECTS OF BAPTISM WITH HOLY SPIRIT 
1. Christ alone performs this work of the Spirit. Matt.3:11 Acts 1:5-8 and John 16:7 noting who would dispense the Holy Spirit. 
2. Again, the subjects named in the Bible are the apostles and the household of Cornelius. BOTH TIMES FOR THE IMMEDIATE AND DIRECT BENEFIT OF THE APOSTLES. 
E. DESCRIPTION OF THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
1. Outward signs- SOUND like a rushing mighty wind- Acts 2:2 Sound filled the house. APPEARANCE like fire hovering above each apostle. Acts 2:3 
2. Results- 
a. speaking in languages they were uninstructed in. Acts 2:4 see vr.6,8, 11. Intelligible, understandable messages about God's mighty works, (no doubt Jesus) in the native tongues of the many people and proselytes in Jerusalem for Pentecost. This was not a miracle on the “_______” or in the “hearing” of the people. They were not baptized with the Spirit, the apostles were. 
b. performance of miracles. Acts 3:1-8, 16 Acts 2:43 Acts 5:12 Romans 15:17-19 Hebrews 2:3-4 (without the necessity of prayer or faith on the part of the recipient. 
c. direction for the preaching and recording of the N.T. Scriptures. I Cor. 2:12-13; 2nd  Tim.3:16. The apostles were conscious that they were writing Scripture. (1st Ti. 5:18 (cf. Lk.10:7), 2nd Pet.3:15-16 
d. ability to ____________ certain miraculous gifts through the laying on of the apostles' hands. Acts 8:14-18 Romans 1:11. 
(NOTE: It appears that the only result of Cornelius' experience is that of speaking in foreign language, since it was necessary only as a sign to the apostles. No other result is mentioned) 
F. DURATION OF THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
1. Both recorded instances were performed by Jesus for a special purpose of enabling the apostles to both understand the nature and mission of the church and to establish it in truth with convincing signs to make their gospel eye-witness accounts credible. The power imparted with this special outpouring on the apostles also enabled their personal ministry to be multiplied by many others they could endow with special gifts for the edifying of these early Christian fellowships. 
2. By the time Paul wrote Ephesians, (approx. 64) except for the continuing effect on the apostles, only ______ baptism was still preached and practiced. See Ephesians 4:5. No question that this reference is to the baptism performed on converts who accept Christ by faith. 
II. MIRACULOUS GIFTS BESTOWED BY THE APOSTLES 
A. ACQUIRING THE MIRACULOUS GIFTS  
1. Bestowed ______ by the laying on of the apostles' _________. 
Acts 8:12-18;  Acts 19:1-7; Romans 1:11;   II Timothy 1:6 
2. Note from the preaching of Philip-- people believed the gospel and were baptized in name of Christ- (received indwelling Holy Spirit- Acts 2:38, John 3:5) yet the apostles could bestow the gifts to others. See Acts 8:17-18 Philip while possessing certain gifts, could not bestow them on to others. Consider also that the apostles sought Lord's guidance in what gifts to bestow and on whom. V.15. Note Dr. Donald Nash’s translation of Acts 8:16…  
B. _______________ OF THE MIRACULOUS GIFTS 
1. For the establishment of the churches. Romans 1:11 Hebrews 2:3-4 
2. For the edification of the churches. I Cor. 12:7; 13:10-12; 14:12; 1:6-7 
C. IDENTIFICATION OF THE MIRACULOUS GIFTS 
1st Corinthians 12:8-10 
1. Wisdom- properly apply the revealed truth--glean principles from revelation. 
2. Knowledge- divinely imparted truth, remembrances and reflections of the words of Jesus. 
3. Faith- an elevated degree of trust and confidence 
4. Healing-restoration of the sick 
5. Miracles- general acts of mercy or judgment 
6. Prophecy- ability to forth-tell and foretell 
7. Discerning of Spirits- to determine origination of spiritual powers See II Thess. 2:7-12 
8. Foreign Languages- speak other intelligible languages without training 
9. Interpretation- ability to translate a foreign language without acquaintance with that language. 
D. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
1. Gifts used primarily as revealing or spreading the gospel. wisdom, knowledge, prophecy, tongues, interpretation 
2. Gifts used primarily to confirm the gospel. Discernment, faith, miracles, healings, tongues  


E. DURATION OF THE MIRACULOUS GIFTS 
1. Since the miraculous gifts were available only through the laying on of the apostles' hands, it is logical to assume that no one could have been a recipient after the ___________ of the last apostle. John is believed to be the last apostle and he is believed to have died about the turn of the first century. 
2. There would have been no distribution in the prescribed way or conventional way after his death. When the last of the individuals died who were the recipients of the laying on of the apostles' hands, the miraculous gifts of the Spirit would disappear from the scene of church history.
3. 1st Corinthians 13:8-10 answers THREE specific questions in this matter:
A. WHAT SHALL HAPPEN?   V.8
1. Prophecies shall fail (katargethesontai from katargeo= to fade into something of like or similar nature… i.e. knowledge and proclamation or revealed knowledge)
2. Knowledge shall vanish away (katargeo)
3. Tongues shall cease. (pausontai from pauo= to cease, to stop, to end.)
B. WHY SHALL IT HAPPEN?  V.9
1. Knowledge and prophecy (i.e. supernatural bestowed sense through laying on of apostles’ hands) are ______________. Not complete.
C. WHEN SHALL IT HAPPEN? V.10
1. When the “perfect” (telion) is come, the partial shall be done away (katargethsetai from katargeo) 
2. The perfect is NOT the 2nd coming since:
1. Supernatural gifts should still be here and ALL gifts manifested.
2. When we get to heaven, we’ll have complete knowledge then anyway.
3. The opposites in the passage are not this life/that life; but rather partial gifts and perfect gift.
3. The perfect is not love, for the whole context of this passage is the presence and practice of agape love.

4. What is this “complete” or “perfect” thing then, which shall mark the end of the supernatural gifts, INCLUDING TONGUE-SPEAKING?
1. It must be something not present when Paul wrote this passage. It was something yet to be. 
2. It must be something that will appear before the 2nd coming, since verse 13 shows that the partial things will cease while faith, hope and love continue on to exist. But at the 2nd coming, faith will turn to sight and hope will turn to reality. Only love will remain at that point.
3. The ONLY THING that fits this description and criteria is the _________________   ______   __________________.  The New Testament provides a scope of knowledge that is clear and complete when compared to the partial and fragmentary bits of revelation given through the spiritual—gift—endowed people in the first century church. 
4. The miraculous gifts ceased being passed along after the death of the last apostle.   
SUCH IS THE TESTIMONY OF THE EARLY CHURCH HISTORIANS.

Writers living just after the time of John referred to the usage of the gifts. (Irenaenaeus, Tertullian)  But consider Chrysostom- (347-407) On I Cor. 12: "This whole place is very obscure but the obscurity is produced by our ignorance of the facts referred to and by their cessation, being such as then used to occur, but now no longer take place." 

Consider as well Augustine- 354-430 In the earliest times, "the Holy Ghost fell upon them that believed: and they spake with tongues which they had not learned, ''as the Spirit gave them utterance." These were signs adapted to the time. For there behooved to be that betokening  of the Holy Spirit in all tongues, to show that the Gospel of God was to run through all tongues over the whole earth. That thing was done for a betokening, and it passed away. 

4. Exposition of I Corinthians 13:8-12... Is not the very prediction of the Apostle Paul that such miraculous imparted gifts of the Spirit would cease? 

1. Upon the writing of the New Testament and the maturity of the churches under the leadership of spiritually endowed people, the _____ no longer existed. We sometimes envy the special gifts, but how much better off we are, and how much more mature we as individuals and churches can be if we only heed the word
Section 2: THE HOLY SPIRIT’S WORK FOR THE
ENTIRE CHURCH AGE
III. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN CONVERSION
"CONVERSION" means a turning again. Involves a change of life, thinking, attitudes, state and relationships. 
THE QUESTION AT HAND-- How are men influenced and moved to believe and obey the Christ of the Gospel?  
A. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN MAN _________ 
1. Man's spirit becomes powerless to function in directing human life according to God's original intention. 
a. Becomes a slave to sin. Romans 6:16-20; 7:9-14. 
b. spirit ________. (inner man) Ephesians 2:1 The spirit needs rebirth or quickening or made alive. 
B. DESCRIPTION OF THE SPIRITUALLY DEAD.  
1.  Once a person's spirit dies, he is given over to be controlled by the instincts and desires of the body. Man is by his own doing reduced to pure animal instincts. Man becomes the slave to sin, bound to its law --SIN BRINGS ____________. 
C. MAN'S GREAT _________ --TO HAVE HIS SPIRIT RESURRECTED FROM DEATH. John 3: 1-8 Titus 3:5 
D.  HOW REGENERATION TAKES PLACE. 
God's Spirit does not ___________ a person's privacy, but enters only where He is made welcome. 
1. Conception- Begotten-Holy Spirit becomes the active co-agent of God in planting the seed (word) in the human spirit, (inner man, heart) and when a person chooses to believe, conception takes place.  (For a spiritual harvest to take place, there must be a seed, a sower, (Ro. 10:14 (Ac.8:)  a field. Hence the _______, the Spirit and preacher, and the heart) 
a. As our Savior was conceived by the Holy Spirit, (see Lk.1:35) so the Holy Spirit brings about our spiritual conception. 
James 1:18, 
1st Peter 1:23, 
John 1:12-13,
Luke 8:5,11, & 15 
1st Corinthians 4:15 
b. Note the convicting work of the Holy Spirit during this time. John 16:8-9 "reproves" or convinces or convicts the sinner of: sin--(guilt & need); righteousness-(source) judgment (motivation)
c. For a person to be converted and born again, every of the human spirit must be changed. Reason must accept the truths of gospel; _______ must be motivated to decide about discipleship; affections must be responsive to love of God, and our conscience must be cleansed and sanctified. 
2. The New Birth-The seed has been planted by the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the gospel. Upon belief, conception takes place and 'the word begins to take root. He continues this holy influence until the person chooses and wills to be born again. That is the DELIVERY or BIRTH day of the new person in Christ. 
a. I Cor.12:13 Holy Spirit is the __________ to lead us to our baptism, birthplace. 
b. John 3:3-6 Born of water and Spirit. (Water has always been the element of purification or making clean, and the Spirit is the life-giving __________ to resurrect the dead human which is responding to the gospel by faith.  
c. Titus 3:5 "washing of regeneration"- there's the water. "renewing of Holy Spirit"- there's the spirit. Our ________ is regenerated and recreated as our bodies washed. 
d. Ephesians 5:26 "washing of water by the Word" (See NLT) “He gave up His life for her to make her holy and clean, washed by baptism and God’s word.” 
e. Romans 8:10- “body still subject to death because of sin, but the spirit is alive because the righteousness of Jesus has been imputed to it. 
E .THE BENEFITS OF CONVERSION 
1. Spirits are made ________. Romans 6:4-5; Eph. 2:5-7 
2. Spirits are ________ from law of sin and death. Romans 6:7-11,18,22,8:2  
3. Holy Spirit takes residence within us as God's personal presence. Acts 2:38, 5:32 ; Romans 5:5; 8:11; I Cor. 3:16 
4. Conscience is cleansed and sanctified. I Peter.3:18-21 & He. 9:14, 10:2 & 22. 
5. Sins that resulted in death of spirit from first are forgiven and person is _____________ and sanctified. See I Cor. 6:11 Acts 2:38 

IV. THE HOLY SPIRIT IN WORSHIP

Philippians 3:3 “… who worship God in the Spirit”
1. Those who worship are the “true circumcision” Ro. 2:28-29; 4:11-13, 16; Ga. 3:26-27
2. These worshipers glory in Christ. 
3. These worshipers put no confidence in the flesh. 
4. The Holy Spirit of God becomes the agent through which _____________ is offered.  

John 4:19-24- Worshipping in Spirit is essential because of the very NATURE of God.  “God is Spirit”.    For worship to acceptable and meaningful, and since we are addressing a Spirit-being, we must have an intercessor or go-between to transfer expressions of worship from the natural realm to the spiritual realm.  Worship is a spiritual activity. 
· What does it mean to worship “in Spirit”? 
· What does it mean to worship “in ___________”? 

· Some say this refers to merely the attitude of the worshiper, thus referring to the “spirit” of the man involved in offering worship. “Man needs to be in the right frame of mind”, is what many suggest.  Yet Romans 8:9, 16 teaches that when we become Christians, the Holy Spirit, God’s personal indweller, works in and through the newly reborn or renewed spirit of man.
· There must be a balance of “in truth” and “in spirit”. It is without question that worship is unacceptable even if the form is correct, but the spirit is not engaged.

When we approach God in worship, whether corporate or personal, we should begin thinking, “What can I offer to God?, How can I express my gratitude?, How can I best honor His Son? And what should I ask His Spirit to relay to God in the ways of both requests and praises?”  The ____________ of worship must be on the Lord.  What will be pleasing to the Lord?  NOT SO MUCH, What is pleasing to me?  

The fact that the Holy Spirit assists us in our worship so that it is not just a ritual, or going through the motions mindlessly, does not mean that our worship is mystical or unintelligible. It is in a realm with our understanding and perception.  (SEE 1st Corinthians 14:15-17)  

God’s Spirit is ____ us to help us in our worship. We can ask God to have Him aid us in making our worship times real and personal to the Father and Jesus.  He can take the genuine, Biblical heartfelt expressions of worship and translate them, convey them and relay them to heaven’s very throne room. 

HOW DO I EVALUATE EFFECTIVE, SPIRITUAL WORSHIP?

· Does it glorify God?
· Is it according to truth?
· Is it from my heart?
· Is it __________-Centered?

V. THE HOLY SPIRT AS A WITNESS OF ASSURANCE

Romans 8:14-17
A- AN INWARD ANNOUNCEMENT (v.16)
1. A testimony by the Holy Spirit to my spirit (inner person, mind) As a still quiet voice within, through the Word, the Scriptures become a living ___________ in my heart that assures the newly born Christian of his acceptance in the Lord.


B- AN INWARD CONVICTION (v.14 & 16)  
1. “You have acquired a deep inward conviction of having been adopted as sons.”  (Weymouth)
2. The testimony of the Spirit is _______________, a testimony that reaches us from heaven and results in an inner conviction being formed in the believer’s heart.  
C- AN INWARD PROMPTING (v.15)
1.He prompts us to call on God as our “Loving Father”
D. AN INWARD AGREEMENT (v.16)
1. “He testifies WITH our spirit.”  There is an inner agreement between God’s Spirit and our own inner spirit.  No inner conflict exists.  There is harmony between God’s Spirit and our own. The result of this harmony within is peace of mind and a sense of peace with God.
 “______________ assurance, Jesus is mine, Oh what a foretaste of glory divine…”    
 
VI. THE HOLY SPIRIT AND MY PRAYER LIFE
 	Romans 8:26-7	Jude 20-21
Praying is just one of several Christian “__________________” of which we are told to perform or practice “in the Spirit”. The principles and guidelines of “praying in the Spirit” are such that they are applicable to many of the other “birthrights” such a rejoicing, worshipping, walking and singing in the Spirit.

A- NOT KNOWING WHAT TO PRAY FOR AS WE SHOULD IS ONE OF THE CHRISTIAN’S GREATEST WEAKNESSES
Our limited understanding and view prohibits us from seeing things from the eternal perspective and according to the “kingdom view”.  (Not that we don’t pray or don’t know how to pray.) The application here is regarding the content, not the manner. 

B-. THE HOLY SPIRIT PROMPTS US TO PRAY!
Romans 8:15-16
C. THE HOLY SPIRIT SERVES AS AN ___________________ FOR OUR PRAYERS  (v.26-7)
He can help to clarify prayer matters for us and assist us in knowing better what we should pray for. An intercessor is one who makes an appeal to someone on another person’s behalf.    
1) He also can take the inner prayers of our soul, which we cannot articulate or put into words, and make intelligible requests to God.  The groanings of our heart which are too deep for words, He reads our minds and relays the request to the Father in an understandable way.
2)  God knows the ________ of the Spirit and knows the meaning of the groans and yearnings and sighs the Spirit has prompted within us.  Our groanings are then completely intelligible to the Lord. 
3) God answers these inner “yearnings” because they have been placed in a form of request in harmony with His will. So according to His love, knowledge, wisdom, and grace, God __________ these deep soul-prayers.

D. PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT SPEAKS OF THE CHRISTIAN’S MOST INTENSE AND GENUINE PRAYERS
	
1. Prayers offered “In the Spirit” are those of the deepest and most fervent order. They are offered from the heart and in an attitude of genuine need and regard for God. 

This praying stands in sharp contrast to the prayers we offer mindlessly, with repetition and phrases which long ago have lost their meaning to us. 1. See Matthew 6:7 and 15:8. To “pray in the Holy Spirit” is to bare our _________ through the personal ministry of the Holy Spirit who is living within us. 

So even when we are not sure what to ask for, when we face the times when all we can mutter is a deep sigh or groan, when we don’t know what is God’s will or what is best for the kingdom, we can trust the Holy Spirit within us to make an intelligible request to God on our behalf which is totally in harmony with God’s _______. The Spirit reads our hearts and translates our concerns in meaningful prayer.  And that is a prayer that God will answer.

VII. WALKING BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
Galatians 5:16-26

“Walking by the Spirit” found in vv.15 & 25 are the bookends around this entire passage of Scripture.  There is very close connection between being “led by the Spirit” (v.18) and “walking by the Spirit”. In order for a Christian to walk by the Spirit, He was be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s presence and be willing to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit.  

In life, there is a ______________ between two opposing powers: the flesh and The Spirit.  
· Galatians 5:17
· Romans 7:15-25
This internal conflict is NOT ultimately settled and finalized at our new birth or baptism. Thus, the message of Romans 6: which calls Christians not to live presumptuously under grace, by taking sin lightly and thinking we can sin as much as we wish, since God has so much grace to dispense.   Satan and his evil henchmen still vie for our allegiance and so puts constant pressure on us through temptations and negative circumstances to try and turn us away from the Lord. Evil impulses are of the devil’s making. He uses power of ___________________ to tempt us to indulge in the works of the flesh.  The works of the flesh are listed in vv.19-21!  And things like these… this list is by no means comprehensive!   Those who practice these behaviors and attitudes will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

Compare this list to 1st Corinthians 6:9-10 and Revelation 21:8 and Romans 1: 28-32.  These Scripture provide additional lists of attitudes and behaviors which will result in excluding people from the kingdom.

These passages make it very clear that persons with these qualities of life, whether attitude or behavior, are outside the will of God, on a path of depravity, cannot inherit the kingdom, opposed to the Spirit and will have a part in the lake of fire and brimstone which is the second death, UNLESS they _____________, surrender to Christ, obey the gospel and yield to the Spirit to live a faithful life until death. 

One who claims to be a Christian and displays the works of the flesh habitually and willfully _____________ the birth-right of inheriting the kingdom of God.  While many of these attitudes and actions may get one a long way in the world and are approved of by the world, they are totally unacceptable to God.  Yet God is aware of our susceptibility and human frailty. So He provides the powerful, living presence of His Holy Spirit to more than offset our sinful tendencies and supply spiritual resistance to Satanic pressures. (Note 1st John 4:4)  

Yielding to the Holy Spirit’s influence and being responsive to His promptings enables us to walk the way of righteousness that God designed and desires.  This is God’s means of assisting the Christian to keep the old man “put to death”. (c.f. Romans 6:6 and Galatians 5:24)  

Being led by the Spirit of God and walking in the Spirit is accomplished by an OPENNESS to the Spirit’s influence along with a determination to be CHRIST-LIKE in attitudes and ________________. Prayer and studying the Word are essential ingredients in the development of the FRUIT of the Spirit. 

George Sweeting wrote, “Let’s ________ in such a way as to permit growth of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. If we lack these elements of character, we are nothing and our service for God is of no profit.”   

Christian character can’t be faked.   To yield to the leading of the Spirit so these qualities of Christ-likeness can be developed in our life is truly the growing of SON-RIPENED FRUIT.

Notice some of the results and by-products of being led by the Spirit to the development of these character qualities:  GALATIANS 5: 22-23
1. There is no law against these qualities. (v.23)
2. This character development is how those who belong to Christ __________________ the flesh and its desires are crucified and subdued. (v.24)  
3. This is how we walk by the Spirit. (v.25) 
4. This is how we keep a right view of self. (v. 26) “not boastful” 
5. This is how we avoid provoking one another (v.26) 
6. This is how we avoid envying one another. (v.26) 

When you stop and think for just a moment, the qualities of this Spiritual fruit are the very characteristics of Jesus Himself.  So to allow the Holy Spirit to grow and develop these traits in our lives is part of the sanctifying process of becoming transformed into the very image of Jesus. (c.f. 2nd Corinthians 3:18)  

ANOTHER TERM CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH WALKING BY THE SPIRIT IS BEING _____________ WITH THE SPIRIT

There is encouragement and hope for the Christian who struggles with life and battles with sin. We are filled with the Spirit and we can continue to be filled with God’s Spirit.

THIS TERM, FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT WAS AT TIMES USED TO DESCRIBE AN EXPERIENCE ASSOCIATED WITH THE SUPERNATURAL POWER RELATED TO THE APOSTLES AND THEIR PRESENCE.
	A. Apostles on Pentecost- Acts 2:4—Speaking other languages.
	B. Peter—Acts 4:8—Empowered to speak the right words.
C. Members of the Jerusalem church—Acts 4:31 (In response to prayer)
	D. Stephen—Acts 7:55—(About to die for his testimony)
	E. Paul—Acts 13:9 (before calling blindness on Elymas)


HOWEVER, THIS TERM, FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT WAS ALSO USED TO DESCRIBE A QUALITY OF SPIRITUAL FILLING NOT ASSOCIATED WITH A SUPERNATUAL POWERS FROM THE APOSTLES’ HANDS 
A. Acts 6:3
1) A quality to be found in men who were chosen to serve the Jerusalem church.
B. Acts 11:24- A quality found in _____________
C. Acts 13:52- A quality of the disciples in Antioch of Pisidia.
D. Ephesians 5:18—A condition which Paul urges upon the Ephesian Christians.
1) The tense here is in the form of a command to believers. It is an imperative.
2) This is not referring to a one time happening; rather to an “on-going, continuous filling of the Spirit.”
3) This is the ______________ of getting drunk on wine.  This is no way to cope when the days are evil.  Being filled with one prevents one from being filled with the other. They are mutually exclusive.
a. If one if filled with wine, he can’t be filled with the Spirit.
b. If one is filled with the Spirit, he can’t be filled with wine. 
4) The Spirit does not deaden natural abilities of intelligence and self-control, but rather enhances them.  We have all of the Holy Spirit’s person we will ever have when we are baptized into Christ.  We can be more ____________ to Him and under His control more continually and to increasing degrees.

FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT IS THE INCREASING ________________ OF GOD’S ENABLING POWER IN HIS PEOPLE
A. “This is God enabling His people to be equal to the challenge—at any given time or place to carry out His will, exhibit a Jesus-liker response to the circumstance and honor God with our life.” (R.J. Kidwell)
B. Signs and working wonders have not always followed one “filled with the Spirit”. 
1) The best evidence of one who is “being filled with the Spirit” is the fruit of the Holy Spirit growing in an individual Christian’s life.  








SUMMARY

	The Holy Spirit, The Spirit of Christ, The Spirit of Truth and Grace, The Paraklete, The Comforter… all Bible names for the divine ____________ of God who comes to indwell the Christian at his baptism into Jesus Christ.  He is God’s new-birth day gift to us.  
	He is a holy Comforter. (Jn. 14:16)   That implies what Christ was to His disciples while here on earth, the Holy Spirit can be to us.
	We must not ___________ Him, or sin against Him.  We should not be afraid of Him, yet duly reverence and respect Him.  He is in us a  divine helper.  He won’t take every burden away, but He will help us to shoulder and bear them. 
	The word for spirit (pneuma) is used 379 times in the New Testament and 264 of those times, God is referring to His Spirit.  Only 2nd and 3rd John make no reference to Him.
	The Spirit gives life.  He is present in regeneration… new birth (i.e. baptism) and He works continually to encourage and inspire us in Christian living. 
	He is the Christian’s ____________. He is our helper.  Depend on Him. Get to know Him. Yield to Him.  “We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body.” (1st Corinthians 12:13) He will unify us, challenge us and fill us.  He is God’s guarantee and seal of what is yet to come. “Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!”    
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