FOUNDATIONS: Fundamentals of the Faith II  Lesson 3 
THE DOCTRINE OF GOD THE FATHER

Key Verse- Hebrews 11:6

· Faith in God’s ________________ - believe that He is!
· Faith in God’s NEARNESS - he who “comes to God…”! 
· We are able to come to Him and know Him.
· Faith in God’s JUST SOVEREIGNTY - “rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”!
· He is the one to whom we are ultimately accountable
· He rewards on a fair and equitable basis

What then must man do to earnestly seek Him?
	1. We desire to have a relationship with Him. 
2. We must know what He wants and know what He expects.
	 
Thought Question—How does the Christian confession relate to the acknowledging of the existence of God?  (Mt. 16:16)

Jesus as the Christ (God’s anointed prophet, priest and king) is the Son of the Living God! This confession acknowledges the existence of the _______________ GOD, (as contrasted from the false imaginary, fabricated gods of man).

1- THE ETERNALITY OF GOD

Genesis 1:1 is NOT stating the beginning of _____. Rather it acknowledges the existence of an almighty, eternal God who gives beginning to all matter and operational and functional powers of the universe. He is not a created being.

· Psalms 90:2
· Revelation 1:8
· Exodus 3:14
· “I AM”  God is always in the ____________ tense. He lives and exists in the eternal “now”!
· 15 times in OT & 15 times in the NT, He is called the “I AM”.  
· See John 8:58
· As the Living God He _________________ everything else. 
· See Ephesians 4:6




2- THE PERSONHOOD OF GOD

God possesses the attributes of __________________. He is the originator (creator) of human personhood and created man in His divine likeness and image, with a capacity to recognize personhood, because of a connectedness to God originally.  We are capable of recognizing personhood because we are connected to Him in that we are like Him in person. 

My ________________ is a Divine Person: What is means to be created in “His Image”

	Cognitive – Intelligence
	Volition – __________________
	Ability to Love – Capacity to make a choice for other’s best interest.
	Industrious – Able to ___________
	Innocence – Born in a state on Innocence 

Some qualities of personhood: (An identity which speaks to ethical and emotional qualities) 

· Love - John 3:16
· Patience - 2nd Peter 3:9
· Jealous, Lovingkindness, - Exodus 20:4-6; 1st Corinthians 10:22
· Jealous: He wants complete devotion – He rightfully wants what belongs to Him.
· Compassion, Gentleness, Tenderness - Isaiah 40:11

3- THE HOLINESS OF GOD

This is the ______________ divine quality of God.  It is the one quality related in the highest degree. While in the English language, we indicate degree by high, higher, highest, the Hebrew language shows degree by repetition. Once, twice, three times as the ultimate.

It is His holiness that is given this unique place in His self-disclosure.
· Isaiah 6:3... repetition indicates _________________
· 1st Peter 1:15-16... Our holiness is based on His holiness
· Leviticus 19:2... You shall be Holy... for I am Holy.
· Revelation 4:8... Holy, Holy, Holy. 





4- THE INFINITE QUALITIES OF GOD

· His _____________________ – All powerful
· Ps.115:3
· Is.43:13
· Mt. 19:26
· Man has no reason to act in an autonomous fashion
· Man is arrogant when they forget who is omnipotent. God alone is Omnipotent: “I act and who can reverse it!”
· “With God... all things are possible.”

· His Omniscience – __________________
· Hebrew 4:13... “There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him.”
· 1st John 3:20... “God knows all things.”
· Proverbs 15:3... “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, Watching the evil and the good.”
· 1st Corinthians 1:20... God’s wisdom is limitless, and humankind’s most brilliant are comparatively nothing.
· Includes infinite foreknowledge- the key to understanding Biblical predestination.
· Romans 8: 29... For he foreknew... who would choose to become conformed to the likeness of His Son... joining Him in heaven. 
· Christians, therefore, will be Christlike.
· God predestined the PLAN... not the MAN. 

· His _________________ – Everywhere at once.... nowhere that He is not.
· Psalms 139:8... There is nowhere man may go to hide from God.
· Acts 17:27... Paul at Mars Hill... He is not far from each one of us. He is everywhere... all present... accessible... near.

5- THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD

Sovereign- “1. Rightful King – Above All Other 2. Supreme in Rank – Ruler, etc. 3. Absolute Lordship – Absolute King of All.”
(Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American Language) 

· “God’s Sovereignty may be concisely summed up as absolute lordship. It is equivalent to kingship or dominion: God has absolute dominion over all things… God’s sovereignty is naturally and properly understood in terms of kingship. “The Lord reigns!” (Jack Cottrell. The Faith Once For All. College Press: Joplin. 2003. p.80) 


· Scriptures Which Testify of Sovereignty
· Psalms 103:19
· Deuteronomy 4:39
· Deuteronomy 10:17
· 1st Chronicles 29:12
· Job 9:12
· Psalms 29:10; 47:2, 8; 83:18; 93:1; 135:6
· Daniel 2:20; 4:35
· Matthew 6:13
· Acts 17:24
· Romans 9:19
· 1st Timothy 6:15-16

· “God is sovereign in the sense that He is in ______________ of every event that takes place among creatures, whether He actually causes it (which is often the case) or simply permits it to happen (instead of preventing it, which He could do if He so chose). Either way, God is ‘in charge’; He is in full control over His creation; He is sovereign.” (Cottrell. The Faith Once For All)  p.81)


6- THE PERSONS OF GOD

“God is one, but He is also three. He is one and three at the _________  ___________.” (Cottrell. The Faith Once For All. P. 70) 

· There is no Biblical term that actually means or is to be translated “The _________________.”  Concept originated with Tertullian in the 3rd century.

· This does NOT mean that there are three separate Gods. (tritheism) There is but ONE God. 

· Scriptures which speak to the tri-unity of God:
· Genesis 1:1-2
· Genesis 1:26
· John 1:2-3
· Philippians 2:6
· John 14:16





· Our link to the godhead

· _______________- Matthew 28:19  (This is the only command issued in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit) Christians are “redemptively” related to the three persons who are the one true and living God. 
· Benediction of Grace  2nd Corinthians 13:14... The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”
· “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 1st Corinthians 12:4-6 

· We must be on _____________ against heretical denials of the doctrine of the Trinity.
· Pagan religions
· Mormonism
· Armstrongism
· Arianism- Jesus is not truly God, but a created being. (Jehovah Witnesses)
· Unitarianism- only one divine person
· Modalism- no distinction in inner nature of God; only in his external relations does God assume different modes or roles to make himself known. These are successive, not simultaneous.  (“Jesus Only” movement among Pentecostals) 

7- THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD

1st Corinthians  8:6
Romans 4:6
Romans 8:15

“B.F. Westcott—“God is dealing with the individual soul and with the world as Ruler and Father.”

The term “father” is relatively new concept and completely new term for God found in the New Testament with Jesus. 

“In the literature of Palestinian Judaism no evidence has yet been found of ‘my father’ being used by an individual as an address to God.” (Joachim Jeremias as quoted by David Root in Christian Doctrine by Richardson. P. 185) 

In the Old Testament, there is only a reference to Israel as children. (Not the intimate, _________________ address to God as Father) 
· Genesis 4:26 and 6:1-2
· Hosea 1:1
· Isaiah 1:2
· Deuteronomy 1:31; 8:5

It appears in the time of Jesus, the Jewish leaders preferred the term children of _________________. (i.e. John 8:33, 53)

· Relationship of ___________ To the Father
· Sent by God - John 15:21; 16:5
· Words were given to Jesus – _________ by God - John 8:28; 17:8
· All things given over to Jesus by the Father- Mt. 11:27; Jn. 3:35
· Sent __________ to Minister to Him - Matthew 4:11; Luke 22:43
· Jesus pleased the Father - Matthew 3:17
· My beloved Son – Listen to Him - Matthew 17:5
· Jesus was One with the Father - John 17:11
· Jesus has come in His Father’s Name - John 5:43
· Jesus kept His Father’s Commandments - John 15:10; Hebrews 5:8; Philippians 2:6

· God is the ______________ of Christians (believers)

· Term of affection – _________ - this is typically a child’s word.
· “The Lord’s Prayer reveals God the Father to be the one who moves history towards true humanity. He gives us a foretasted of that humanity in the experience of forgiveness and reconciliation and in the sustenance that comes in times of temptation. Most of all, however, the prayer reveals Jesus to be the human face of God, for “Abba” is an address of deepest intimacy which only the son could use. In giving his disciples this prayer Jesus admitted them to the privilege of divine sonship and daughterhood, the right to call God “Abba” (cf. Rom. 8:15, 16) and thereby bestowed on them the true humanity of the Kingdom of God.”  (R. Hamerton-Kelly. God the Father: Theology and Patriarchy in the Teachings of Jesus. Overtures To Biblical Theology: Philadephia: Fortress. 1979.)





· John emphasizes in His gospel Jesus’ subjection/submission/sonship to God the Father   John 1:14,18; 5:19-24; 18:11; 8:28-29; 12:49-50; 14:9

· Romans 8:12-16  (See also John 8:34-35) 
1. Uses 2 words for child or sons… sons- huioi- adopted with legal privilege and children- tekna- born children. 
2. H.D. Betz says that adoption is a legal term referring to adoption as sons of those which are not kin by birth.

· God is not the Father of unbelievers. There is a distinction between Father and _____________. (Paul did use the term “offspring” as a connecting point with the pagans of Athens, who used this term in poetry, albeit not having any knowledge of the true God. See. Acts 17:28) 
1. Romans 6:6, 16, 17, 20
2. Acts 13:10
3. John 8:44
4. John 1:12-13- Believing on Jesus and receiving Him gives one the ___________ to be called a child of God.

· Who Is A Child of God?  (1st John 3:10)

1. It is obvious. One is a child whom the _____________ says is a child... i.e., those who keep His commandments. 1st John 3:24; Matthew 7:21 (The baptized) 
2. No one who is born of God practices sin - 1st Jn. 3:7-10
3. A person who loves his brother - 1st Jn. 3:10
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]One who ______________ Jesus is Lord - 1st Jn.2:23
5. One who sacrifices to help those in need - 1st John 3:17
6. One who is willing to lay down his life for another - 1st John 3:16
7. One who is disciplined by the Lord.  Hebrews 12:4-7
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