FOUNDATIONS: Fundamentals of the Faith II  Lesson 2

THE DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE, THE INSCRIBED WORD OF GOD

One need not read far into human history to discover the first _____________ on the trustworthiness of God’s Word… Gen. 3:1-4… “Yea, hath God said…?”

This doctrine is based on the premise that “The only source and norm of all Christian knowledge is the ________  ________________.” (Heinrich Heppe. De Scriptural Sacra. Neukirchen Kreis Moers: Neukirchener, 1958, p.10 as quoted in Scripture Alone by R.C. Sproul. P & R Pub. Phillipsburg. 2005, p.15) 

This whole apology is an issue of ______________ and submission.

Luther held—“Only the Scripture carries absolute normative authority.” (As stated in the Diet of Worms in the context that both popes and councils could and do err!) Later he wrote, “All that God has done, particularly all that pertains to our salvation is clearly put down and noted in Scripture.” “All that we are to believe, aye, more than enough is in the Scriptures.”   
 

DISCUSS THESE TWO PROPOSITIONS:

1. The Bible is the only _____________ rule of faith and practice.
a. The Scriptures in their original manuscripts are inerrant and infallible.
b. The Scriptures are therefore, the all sufficient source and norm for faith and practice.

2. The Bible is infallible ________ when it speaks of faith and practice.
a. “Limited Infallibility” – This position relegates the scriptures to Revelational and NON-Revelational Scripture.
b. It is but one small step from this position, to minimizing the entire scope of the impact and authority and relevance of Scripture. Reduces it to those parts man ____________ to attach to faith and practice.
 
1 - What is the BIBLE?

	Biblos () which means “A written book, a roll or scroll”.

	The Bible calls itself... “________________________________.”
		Hebrews 4:12
		1st Thessalonians 2:13
	The Bible calls itself the... “____________________________________”
		Acts 7:38
	The Bible calls itself the... “____________________________________”
		Romans 1:2
		2nd Timothy 3:15
2 - SEVEN VALUES OF THE BIBLE

1. Romans 10:17 — The 1st ________________ for Faith
2. 1st Peter 1:23 — Sinners are begotten (born again) by the Word
3. James 1:18-21 — The way that God carries out His will to save our soul
4. 1st Peter 2:2 — It is the mean of spiritual ____________  (See Mt. 4:4)
5. John 15:3 — It is the means of being cleansed from sin. (See Ps.119:9)
6. Matthew 4:1-11 — By it, we can counter the attacks of the devil (Eph. 6:11, 17)
7. Psalms 119:11 — It is in treasuring the Word that we can avoid _______________  against God.

Quotation from Alexander Campbell

	“The Bible is to the intellectual and moral world of men what the 		sun is to the planets in our system—the foundation and the source		of light and life, spiritual and eternal. There is not a spiritual idea		in the whole human race that is not drawn from the Bible. As soon		will the philosopher find an independent sunbeam in nature, as the		theologian a spiritual conception in man, independent of the ONE		BEST BOOK.” (Campbell. Christian System. Bethany, VA-1839.			Nashville: Gospel Advocate, 1970.) 

3 - THE LIBERAL ATTACK ON THE BIBLE

	18th century Europe—the origin of Scripture must be ascertained 			through the methods and processes of higher criticism.

	19th century—the Pentateuch is considered to be the product of 				four anonymous human authors. Not inspired or the work				of God, the Spirit. 

		a. These views became ______________ teachings.
b. Multi Authorship of Isaiah
		c. Authorship of the Pentateuch – 
        The Documentary Hypothesis (JEDP)

	20th century—the practical results are:

a. The Bible has come into ________________ as all other books. It is of purely human authorship, containing the views fables, myths, speculations and religious notions of	man who chooses to embrace the weakness of his own nature, instead of accepting his role as head of the universe. 

“We believe, however, that traditional dogmatic or authoritarian religions that place revelation, God, ritual, or creed above human needs and experience do a disservice to the human species. Any account of nature should pass the tests of scientific evidence; in our judgment, the dogmas and myths of traditional religions do not do so. Even at this late date in human history, certain elementary facts based upon the critical use of scientific reason have to be restated. We find insufficient evidence for belief in the existence of a supernatural; it is either meaningless or irrelevant to the question of survival and fulfillment of the human race. As nontheists, we begin with humans not God, nature not deity. Nature may indeed be broader and deeper than we now know; any new discoveries, however, will but enlarge our knowledge of the natural.” (Humanist Manifesto-II) 

	b. The Bible has “evolved” as man’s view of God has “evolved”. 			From more primitive barbaric or tribal views, to a more			“civilized” view by Jesus.

	c. The final authority for life shifts from God, the Creator and			Rule to man. From the age of Enlightenment and Reason, 			human reason and experience are elevated above the Bible.

4 - THE ___________ OF THE BIBLE: THE REAL QUESTION —       

Is the Bible of such a nature that it stands over me, as the very communication of God, the Creator to me? OR Is the Bible a product of wishful thinking human beings who want to think there is a “god” who will help or bless, etc.”  IS THE BIBLE THE COMPREHENSIVE AUTHROITY _________ MY LIFE, OR AM I THE FINAL _______________ OVER THE BIBLE_?

5 - THE ACTIVITIES OF GOD IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BIBLE

  THE PROCESS—Two divine activities

1. __________________—based on the facts that God IS, God ACTS and God SPEAKS! (This has to do with the content of the Bible!) 
a. Two sources of Revelation:
i. General Revelation- Ps. 19:1-6; Romans 1:20-25
ii. _____________ Revelation- Ps. 19:7-11;  Ps. 119:
b. “Thus saith the Lord…” 
i. Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 13
c. The “oracles” of God
i. Romans 3:2  (lit. the very words of God)  Hebrews 1:1-2
d. “The gospel rests not on human conjecture or rational speculation” (Sproul, Scripture Alone. P. 31), but it has been revealed by the Lord God through Jesus Christ.
i. John 1: 18  (See Jn. 20:30-31)  Matthew 16:17
2. ___________________ -  The Holy Spirit gave personal oversight to the inscribing of the Bible from MOSES to JOHN the Apostle to ensure the writings were the message of God. 

Millard Erikson speaking on behalf of the fundamentalist position writes, 
	“The belief that the Holy Spirit has so influenced the writers of the Bible 		that their writings were not merely their words, but the very words of God		and thus completely free of error.” (New Evangelical Theology. Revell, 		1968. p. 22) (As quoted in Cottrell. Faith’s Fundamentals. P. 35)

a. Plenary—means full authoritative!  See 2nd Timothy 3:16-17.
b. “breathed out” (theopneustos—) a metaphor for “God speaking” (Basic Theology- Jeff Donley. p. 25)
i. Matthew 22:43  (Ac. 28:25)
ii. 2nd Peter 1:21
iii. John 14:26; 16:13
iv. 2nd Samuel 23:2
v. Acts 1:16
vi. Ephesians 3:4-5
c. Much of the Bible did not have to be _________________, but it was all inspired in that it was guided and superintended by the action of the Holy Spirit. (Some would have been known by common knowledge, historical records, writer’s own research or even his own experience.)  

  THE PRODUCT—The result of God’s REVELATION AND INSPIRATION!

1. The Bible is the Word of God.  
a. John 1:1, Revelation 19:13
b. The O.T. text was the WORD of GOD!  (See Mr. 7:13)
c. Romans 3:2 — ta logia —literally, the “utterance”, “the word”

2. The Bible is INFALLIBLE and ______________
a. INFALLIBLE - incapable of error or deceiving, because it is linked to and the outcome of the very nature, integrity, and character of God.
i. 1st John 3:20-“God knows all things”
ii. Titus 1:2- “God cannot lie”
iii. John 10:35- “The Scripture cannot be broken”
b. INERRANT - It is in substance, FREE from error. It is inherently _______
i. Psalms 19:9  “sure” means “true” 
ii. Psalms 119:89
iii. John 17: 17

3. The Bible is the ONE TRUE AND FINAL _________________
a. The Bible communicates God’s divine will and message to man, makes its rightful claim upon the mind and life of man for his total allegiance and is the highest authority on which one can base his life, decisions, faith, doctrine and hopes.    (From SOLID. Cottrell. College Press. 1991)
6 - JESUS AND THE BIBLE

1. Jesus Held That the Scriptures (The Bible) are _________ God

a. He Confirmed the ___________ Authors as the writers of the material.
i. Moses- John 5:46
ii. Isaiah- Matthew 15:7
iii. David- Luke 20:42
b. He claimed that _______________ the Scriptures was tampering with the Word of God.
i. Mark 7:7,8, 13

2. Jesus Attested that the Scriptures are Absolutely _____________ 

a. He confirmed the truthfulness of many O.T. historical events (i.e. creation, flood, ark, brass serpent, kings, prophets etc.)
b. No true prophecy will fail.
i. All will be fulfilled. Lk. 18:31
ii. All must be fulfilled. Lk. 24:44
iii. (See Lk. 24:25; Jn. 5:45-47)

3. Jesus Demonstrated that the Scriptures are Absolutely ________________
 
a. The Word of God was sufficient to end all discussion and debates. “Have you never read what is written…” (Mt. 21:16, 42; Mr. 12:26; Mt. 4:4, 7, 10;  Jn. 8:17) 




















7- THE CLARITY OF SCRIPTURE

The Scripture can be _________________!

1. Every statement in the Bible has a specific, intended ________________. (Today people say, “There is no one right interpretation of Scripture… one interpretation is as good as another”)
a. We should seek to understand exactly what the author was attempting to communicate in that time and place. 

2. God ____________ us to understand His Word.
a. Acts 8:30
b. John 8:32

3. We can understand His Word.
a. Some teach that sin has clouded the mind, short-circuited the intellect that the message cannot be understood. It is thus believed that miraculous intervention is required in a supernatural act by the Holy Spirit called “___________________” to “uncloud” the mind to the truth of God’s word.  
b. John 20:31
c. The barrier to true Bible understanding is not a sin-clouded intellect; rather it is man’s sin hardened will. (Eph. 4:18-24)
d. 2 KEYS
i. Scripture must be studied holistically.  Must have the whole picture. (The eunuch did not have the whole picture)
ii. Personal experiences must be interpreted by the Bible, not the Bible by personal experience. 
1. Mt. 7:21-23—where experience is the foundation
2. Mt. 7:24-27—where the Word is the foundation 

Jeff Donley wrote in Basic Theology…

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Just as Jesus is faultless (1st Jn. 3:5), the written Word is faultless. (Ps. 119:128)  There is no difference between Jesus’ authority and __________________ authority. They are one and the same. In fact, the INCARNATE Word appealed to the written (INSCRIBED-my insertion) Word as the authority.”  
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