FOUNDATIONS: Fundamentals of the Faith II
Lesson 1
THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES

Opening Scriptures:
	2nd John 9
	Acts 2:42
	Ephesians 2:19-22

[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction: An IMPORTANT TRUTH- One must NOT separate the __________ of Christ from the _____________ of Christ! 

Quotes:
	“Doctrine divides, experience unites. We don’t all have our doctrine all
	completely correct, but God doesn’t judge us on our understanding of
	doctrine.” (Pat Boone, 8-17-01, cited from Calvary Contender, 9-15-01)

	Jamie Buckingham, “We cannot have unity based on doctrine. Doctrine
	will always divide the body of Christ.”

	John Armstrong writes, “Certitude is often idolatrous. I have been forced
	to give up certainty.” And… “If there is a foundation in Christian theology
	it is not found in Scripture. Theology must be a humble attempt to hear God
	never about rational approaches to the text.”

	Brian Mclaren states, “Sometimes clarity is overrated and that shock, 
	obscurity, playfulness, and intrigue often stimulate more thought than clarity.”

	“Systematic theology, expository preaching, doctrinal dogma—these things
	have become central to the lives of many Christians. Is that a problem? I 			unequivocally yes!” 

	When discussing the position of reading the Bible and just taking it for what it		says… Rob Bell comments, “Now please understand that this way of thinking		is prevalent in a lot of Christian churches, … But this view of the Bible is 			warped and toxic, to say the least.” 

	Justin Baeder (Emergent Church zealot)  “I can say that the ‘sola scriptura’ thing
	is not at all a focus of people in the Emergent Church. In fact, no one believes in		‘sola Scriptura’ unless they were converted and remain in prison with only a Bible		and never had any contact with Christians. Why? Scripture does not teach ‘sola		scriptura’;… it never says it is the “sole authority” on anything…” 

The TRUTH IS… False doctrine ___________.
 True doctrine                      !


1- NEW TESTMENT WORDS FOR DOCTRINE

A. didache  (didaxh)  meaning teaching. 
1- That which is taught  i.e.  Mt. 7:28
2- The act of teaching i.e. Mr. 4:2; Ro.16:17
3- Used only twice in the pastorals  2nd Ti. 4:2; Ti.1:9
B. didaskalia (didaskalia) meaning teaching.
1- That which is taught i.e. Mt. 15:9; Eph. 4:14
2- Teaching or instruction
	

2- THE CONCEPT OF DOCTRINE

Proverbs 4:1-2 equates doctrine with “The _________________ of a Father.” A doctrine is a statement about a specific truth. It is a God-given statement in the form of ______________, propositional truth, not to be confused with _______________ human opinion. One of the problems of those in Jesus’ day were those who confused the doctrine of God with the commands and traditions of men.  (Mt. 15:9)  

Jesus taught true doctrine. See John 7:16. 
	Matthew 7:28
	Matthew 22:33
	Mark 1:22
	Mark 4:2
	Mark 11:18
	Mark 11:18
	Mark 12:38
	Luke 4:32

One of the premier characteristics of the early church was their devotion to the “____________’ doctrine.” (Ac.2:42) The test of whether or not one was truly of the Lord was determined by an acceptance and agreement with the apostolic ____________. (See 1st John 4:1-6) 

3- FAITH RESTS ON THE FOUNDATION OF ETERNAL __________
	(See Handout of Divine Truth—Faith and Facts)

4- READ “A Statement of Faith” by Seth Wilson 

5- THEOLOGY MATTERS
	Read Halloway Article and Discuss
	3 Reasons Doctrine Is So Important
1- We are able to give reasonable _____________ to those who inquire of us. 
2- Theology is important to spiritual health
3- Theology helps us to align our thoughts with ________ thoughts.

6- CAN DOCTRINE BE FALSE? 
	“Satan works through various means, but the main weapon he uses against us is 		falsehood or false teaching. The Bible characterizes Satan as a deceiver and a 		liar more than anything else. He ‘deceives the whole world’ (Re.12:9). He			deflects the truth from people’s hearts ‘that they may not believe and be saved.’		(Lk.8:12)… Man will fall prey to ‘deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons’. 		(1st Ti.4:1) Jesus said the devil ‘does not stand in the truth, because there is no		truth in him’, he is a liar and the father of lies.’ (Jn.8:44)  Jack Cottrell. Faith’s		Fundamentals. Cincinnati: Standard. 1995.

	Some Scriptures that speak to false doctrine.
	Matthew 15:9     Acts 20:30      Ephesians 4:14
	Colossians 2:22      1st Timothy 1:3,10    1st Timothy 4:1
	Revelation 2:14, 15, 24

7-FOUR Questions About Truth
1- Does truth ___________?
2- What is truth?
3- What is true?
4- What is important/essential truth?

8- Faith and _____ Faith
	From William J. Richardson. Christian Doctrine—The Faith Once Delivered.		 Cincinnati: Standard pp.21, 26

	Faith—Faith is the _____________ of people to the communication of God
THE Faith— The whole of the revelation that is embodied in the New Testament (See Jude 3)
	Christian salvation is in the ___________of Jesus Christ!  (See p.24)
	“The Christian religion is indeed a personal concern. It is confidence in a			person, love to a person, delight in a person. It is not confidence in a doctrine,		nor love to a party. Jesus Christ is the object on which the Christian’s faith,		hope and love terminate; and to be with Christ is the Christian’s heaven. 			Therefore, conversion is a turning to the Lord—in order to which Christ must		be preached and nothing else.”  (Alexander Campbell)

	But don’t be fooled into thinking that Campbell minimized the role of doctrine		in being converted to Christ. He wrote, THE CHRISTIAN SYSTEM. 	Consider his definition of doctrine:

	“The Bible… is a book of awful facts, grand and sublime beyond description. The		facts reveal God and man, and contain within them the reasons of all piety and 		righteousness, or what commonly called religion and morality. The meaning of 		the Bible facts is the truth, Biblical doctrine.”

9- THE VALUE OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE  By William Richardson (pp.28-29)

1- Christian Doctrine serves to clarify the ___________ of the Gospel.
“The most basic function of Christian doctrine as reflected in the New Testament is that of setting forth the nature of faith.” (p.29) 
2- Helps believers to answer ______________ about the faith
3- The insight afforded by Christian doctrine will serve to clarify the role of the proclaimer
4- Further benefits of Christian Doctrine
a. Provides a basis of our ____________
b. Provides a foundation for a new ethical outlook
c. Becomes the basis for ______________

10- THE BIBLE’S TESTIMONY ABOUT DOCTRINE

a. Matthew 7:28
b. Matthew 15:9
c. Mark 1:22, 27
d. Mark 11:18
e. John 7:16, 17
f. John 18:19
g. Acts 2:42
h. Acts 13:12
i. Romans 6:17
j. 1st Timothy 4:6, 13,16; 5:17; 6:1, 3
k. 2nd Timothy 3:10, 16; 4:2,3
l. Titus 1:9; 2:1,7,10
m. 2nd John 9,10

While the church of today lives in circumstances quite unlike those of the first century, the truths and principles and precedents of apostolic doctrine provides for us a basis for facing and dealing with those issues of our own time. Lost people are still saved from sin the same way. The church of Jesus Christ still proclaims the same message, is anchored to the same foundational and core practices and expressions of worship and functions with the same polity as that directed by the apostles for the churches who would function independently of them personally. In all forms of its life—“in fellowship, worship and mission—in the light of that same identification with the gospel, of which the New Testament serves as the ___________ and _________ for faith”. (Richardson. Pp. 35-36)  
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